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THE ARMY. 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General EF. D, Townsend, Adjutant-General, 


“The House Committee on Appropriations,” writes 
the Herald correspondent from Washington, “ having 
disposed of the estimates for the military establishment 
in a manner not calculated to win the approbation of 
the Military Committee of the same body, nor of the 
prominent officers of the Army, are now turning their 
relentless weapons of retrenchment upon the portion 
of the civil establishment embraced in the office of the 
Adjutant-General in the .War Department. Here a 
complication arises in the fact of a sort of a dual cleri- 
cal organization, comprising military clerks known as 
general service men and civil employees. The com- 
mittee having sent fora statement of the force engaged 
in the various branches of the department, received in 
reply the —— exhibit: Permanent clerks, 117; 
temporary clerks, 24; enlisted sergeants, 28; enlisted 
privates, 136; acting as clerks, messengers, sergeants, 
1 corporal, 2 privates, 42 watchmen, 1 sergeant, and 
privates, 26. Total civil employees, 141, and soldiers, 
or General Service men, 236, or a grand total of 377 
employees of all kinds. In 1859 the committee dis- 
covered that the clerical force all told summed up but 
64 clerks of the various classes. The Army then was 
more than one-half what it is now, whereas the force 
in the department is about six times greater now than 
then. In 1869, when General Rawlins entered upon 
his duties as Secretary of War, that officer at once per- 
ceived that the Adjutant-General’s office was over- 
stocked with clerks, and issued an order reducing the 
number from 355 to 135. Notwithstanding, the dimin- 
ution of business as seen by the official exhibit, the 
force, under various pretexts, has increased even above 
the maximum in 1869. It is claimed, and not without 
considerable show of veracity, that the extensive cor- 
respondence exacted of the office by the applications 
of members of Congress for information, and the labor 
necessitated in the settlement of pension claims, has 
rendered this force indispensable, the office being re- 
quired to examine the rolls of the Army and to write 
out a history of cach applicant for pension before the 
Commissioner of Pensions can take cognizance of the 
case. The same amount of labor is necessitated in the 
business splating to soldiers’ bounties. The extraordi- 
nary number of 40,000 letters were required in nine 
months in carrying out the law that all moneys belong- 
ing to deserters shall go to the Homes for volunteers 
in the late war, and settling up these cases with the 
Second Auditor. Thereare also received lately a large 
number of letters from persons who have friends in the 
Army, and from others who have themselves served in 
ithe wars of 1812, Mexico and the rebellion, and desire 
copies of their papers, and especially of lost discharges. 
‘The settlement of the perplexing accounts of the late 
Freedman’s Bureau, left by Howard & Co., also em- 
ploy a large force.” 

The committee, it is further added, object chiefly to 
the employment of soldiers in the performance of cler- 
ical work, and the employment of officers in the various 
branches of the department, with from two to four 
times the pay of a civil clerk. They are of the 
opinion that the civil branch of the military business 
of the Government should be transacted by civil em- 
ployees. They propose a thorough reconstruction 
of the War Department, so as to bring it as nearly as 
possible back to the civil basis before the war. 








G. O. No. 4, WasHrneton, January 12, 1874. 

The following interpretations of the effect of the 
pardon extended in General Orders No. 102, of 1873, 
have received the concurrence of the Second Comp- 
troller of the Treasury : 

I. When deserters enlist into other regiments their 
period of service during such enlistment cannot (under 
the 22d Article of War) be estimated in making good 
the time lost by desertion under their first enlistment. 
When that class of deserters have surrendered under 
the pardon of the President, announced in General 
Orders No. 102, of 1873, their pay will commence from 
the date of surrender. 

II. By a decision of the Second Comptroller, of 24th 
of May, 1866, “a soldier enlisting while a deserter, and 
afterwards restored to duty on first enlistment, must 
refund all pay, etc., recelved during the fraudulent en- 
listment.” (See par. 249, Paymaster’s Manual, 1871.) 
a the pardon extended in General Orders No. 102, of 
1873, it is understood that this refundment is remitted 
to those surrendering under said orders. 

III. But it will not be considered that those who 
have surrendered under said orders are entitled to the 
retained pay provided in the act of 15th of May, 1872, 
as said act provides that it “ shall be forfeited unless he 
{the soldier) shall have served honestly and faithfully 
to the date of discharge.” 





G. O. No. 5, Wasnrneron, January 23, 1874. 


Rumors nine to the reputation of an officer or 
poms 7 produce Ranged if par iy will not be re- 
ported by inspectors without careful investi 

definite ascertainment of facts, : ee 5 





vestigate reports, allegations or irregularities prejudi- 
cial to the character of a commissisned officer; he will 
invariably make known to that officer the nature of 
the accusations against him, and give him an oppor- 
tunity to make, in writing, his own statement upon the 
subject, which statement will be embodied in, and form 
part of, the inspector’s report. 


G. O. No. 6, WAsHINGTON, January 26, 1874. 


At the request of the Quartermaster-General, the fol- 
lowing directions are published to the Army: Officers 
serving in the Quartermaster’s Department are in- 
structed that amounts withheld for other departments 
to cover charges against creditors of the Government, 
on making payments to such creditors, will be disposed 
of in the same manner as amounts refunded—i. ¢., 
placed at once in the nearest United States depository 
to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States on 
account of the department for which the charge is 
made—and the original certificate of deposit will be 
forwarded to the Quartermaster-General, accompanied 
by a statement of the reasons for making the deduc- 
tion, the name of any officer thereby relieved of respon- 
sibility, and, generally, any information required. by 
existing orders. The amount deposited will be drawn 
from the appropriation from which the account is paid. 

Amounts withheld on account of appropriations for 
the Quartermaster’s Department will simply be carried 
to the proper appropriation on the account current, no 
deposit being necessary. For cxample: If from an 
account of $100 for transportation services there is a 
deduction of $25 for ordnance stores lost, the Quarter- 
master will take credit under the head of “ Transpor- 
tation of the Army” for $75 paid to the carrier, and also 
for $25 deposited to the credit of the U. S. Treasurer 
on account of the Ordnance Department; but if the 
deduction is on account of forage lost by the carrier, he 
will take credit on his account carrent, under transpor- 
tation for $25 as carried to “ Regular Supplies,” under 
which head he will charge himself with that amount. 





Casualties among the Commissioned Officers of the U. 8. 
Army reported to the Adjutant-General’s Office 
during the week ending Saturday, January 24, 
1874. 


First Lieutenant Charles L. Hudson, Fourth Cavalry 
—Died January 5, 1874, at Fort Clark, Texas. 

Second Lieutenant Calvin T’. Speer, Eleventh Infan- 
try—Dismissed January 16, 1874. 

Chaplain John Burke, U. S. Army (retired)—Died 
December 24, 1873, at New York City. ’ 


ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS. 


Issued from the War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, for 
the week ending January 26, 1874. 


Tuesday, January 20. 


A General Court-martial is hereby appointed to meet 
at West Point, N. Y., on the 24th day of January, 1874, 
or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial of Cor- 
poral Patrick O'Loughlin, military academy detach- 
ment of cavalry, and such other prisoners as may be 
brought before. it. Detail for the court: Captains J. 
8. Conrad, Second Infantry; T. H. Handbury, Corps 
of Engineers ; First Lieutenants J. U. Mallery, G4 of 
Engineers; J. F. Stretch, Tenth Infantry; J. M. K. 
Davis, First Artillery; Eric Bergland, Corps of En- 

ineers; Second Lieutenant H. L. Harris, First Artil- 
ery. Second Lieutenant G. B. Davis, Fifth Cavalry, 
judge-advocate of the court. 

Colonel Thomas G. Pitcher, First Infantry, is ap- 
pointed to act as inspector on certain hospital property 
on hand at the Soldiers’ Home, District of Columbia, 
and for which surgeon C. H. Laub is responsible. 

Wednesday, January 21. 

Discharged.—By direction of the President, Private 
Adolphus E. H. Burgtorf, General Service U. 8. Army; 
Private Edward L. Scott, General Service U. 8. Army; 
Private James R. Elliott, General Service U. S. Army; 
Private Barnet Fowler, Company A, Third Artillery ; 
Private Richard Lewis, Company D, Twelfth Infantry ; 
Private Morgan Davis, Company C, Twenty-second In- 
— ; Private Leroy Armstrong, Company G, First 

avalry. 

The leave of absence granted Captain A. N. Lee, 
Corps of Engineers, in Special Orders No. 172, Decem- 
ber 27, 1873, from headquarters Corps of Engineers, is 
extended seven days. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Captain 
H. C. Egbert, Twelfth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 
186, September 18, 1873, from this office, is further ex- 
tended six months. 

First Lieutenant Thomas F’. Quinn, Fourth Infantry, 
is relieved from duty on General Recruiting Service, 
and will proceed without delay to join his proper 
station. 

[No Special Orders were issued from the 5 aaa 
General’s Office, on Thuisday, January 22, 1874. 

Friday, January 23. 

Discharged.— Private John W. Robbins, Company D, 
Third Cavalry; Recruit James Quigley, General Ser- 
vice U. 8. oy fi Private William R. Irvine, Company 
F, Nineteenth Infantry. 

Captain E. H. Leib, Fifth Cavalry, will report in per- 
son without delay to superintendent Mounted Recruit- 
ing Service, St. Louis Barracks, Missouri, to conduct a 
detachment of recruits to his regiment, and on comple- 





tion of this duty will join his proper station. 





Discharged—Second Class Private Patrick _Mc- 
Gowan, Ordnance Detachment, U. 8. Army; Second 
Class Privates John Bresnahan and James E. Quinn, 
Ordnance Detachment, U. 8. Army; Private John A. 
Wolft, Company K, Third Cavalry ;. Private Joseph 
Sine, Company C, First Cavalry. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Rufus Saxton, D. Q. M.-G., will 
proceed to Madison, Wis., for the pu of inspecting 
an iron fence recently erected in the Forest Hill Ceme- 
tery at that place, and on completion of this duty wiil 
return to his proper station. 


Monday, January 26. 

As soon as existing requisitions have been filled, the 
superintendent Mounted Recruiting Service will cause 
sixty recruits to be Lie gg and forwarded under 

roper charge to Benicia California (via 
Bacramnngs, Cal.), where they will be reported upon 
arrival to the commanding general Military Division of 
the Pacific for assignment to the Fifth Covalty- 

Leave of absence is granted the following-named 
officers: Surgeon, Joseph C. Baily, for two months; 
First Lieutenant William J. Kyle, Eleventh Infantry, 
for six months. 

On the recommendation of the Chief of Engineers, 
First Lieutenant Albert H. Payson, Corps of En- 
gineers, is relieved from duty with the Battalion of En- 
gineers, and will report for duty to Colonel H. W. Ben: 
ham, Corps of Engineers, at Boston, Mass. 

Superintendent Edward Gill is relieved of the charg 
of the National Cemetery at Salisbury, N. C., and dis 
charged the service of the United States, to take effect 
February 1, 1874. No payment will be made to him 
uatil he shall have accounted for the public property 
in his charge. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 
Lieutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hag'rt'rs Chicago, IU. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 

Brig.-General Alfred H. Terry ; Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 


Fort Ripley.—As early in the spring as the weather 
will permit, a board of officers to consist of the chief 
engineer of the department and the commanding 
officer of Fort Ripley, Minn., will assemble at that post 
for the purpose of determining upon the proper limits 
for a military reservation upon the west side of the 
Mississippi river, to include the present site of the post. 

Twentieth Infantry.—Captain H. G. Thomas, was 
ordered January 19 from Sparta, Wis., to return with 
his command to Fort Snelling, Minn. 

Seventeenth Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty 
days was January 20 granted First Lieutenant James 
Humbert, with permission to apply through the proper 
channels for an extension of five months. 

Fort Snelling—A_ General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Snelling, Minn., January 29. 
Surgeon A. Heger, U, 8. Army, and the following 
officers of the Twentieth Infantry were detailed for 
the court: Colonel George Bakes: Captain H. G. 
Thomas; First Lieutenants J. 8. Stafford, T. W. Lord, 
John Bannister; Second Lieutenant W. H. Low, Jr. 
Second Lieutenant J. B. Rodman, judge-advocate. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 


Eighth Cavalry.—In a circular published January 17 
The department commander tenders his thanks to 
Major W. R. Price, Eighth Cavalry, and his command, 
composed of detachments from Companies A, C, D, E, 
H, and K, Eighth Cavalry, and a small pay of en- 
gineer soldiers, for the zeal, industry and ability with 
which they have acquitted themselves of the onerous 
duties entrusted to them during the past season in 
Southern New Mexico. In the judicious management 
of questions pertaining to Indians in that section of 
country, which require] great tact and discretion on 
the part of Major Price and his subordinate officer-, 
and which in their solution forced the command, and 
its detachments, to travel over 5,000 miles; in recove:- 
ing a considerable uumber of stolen animals; making 
new trails over routes heretofore but little known ; 
affording protection to settlers, and acquiring a vast 
amount of topographical and other information, their 
services have invaluable. Fhe thanks of the de- 

tment commander are specially due to aoe W.R. 
Price ; Captains C. A. Hartwell, J. F. Randiett, A. B. 
Kauftman, A. B. Wells, G. W. Chilson ; First Lieuten- 
ants H. J. Farnsworth, A. G. Hennisee,, Wm. Stephen- 
son, H. W. Sprole ; Second Lieutenants J. W. Wilkin- 
son, and R. E. Coxe,of the Eighth Cavalry; A. A. 
Surgeon H. 8. Turrill, U. 8. Army; Sergeants P. P. 
Kelly, Company K, and James , Company A, 
Eighth Cav ; Privates William Holland, Co’ y 
D, battalion of engineers, U. 5. Army, and nis 
Seidel, Company D, lion of engineers, U. 8. Army. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE, 
Brigadier- General EZ. O. @. Ord; Headquarters, Omaha, Ne. 


nfantry.—The following is_the January 
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Adjutant Mae O. Webster, post adjutant and signal 
officer at Fort Bridger, W. T.; Quartermaster John W. 
Bubb, post quartermaster at Fort Bridger, W. T. 

Captains.—Charles G. Bartlett, Company B, Fort 
Bridger, W. T., commanding company; John Rziha, 
Company D, Fort D. A. Russell, W. T., in arrest; 
Avery B. Cain, Company F, Fort Fetterman, W. T., 
in arrest; William §.- Collier, Company K, Fort 
Bridger, W. T., commanding company; William H. 
H. Powell, Company G, Fort Sanders, W. T., com- 
manding company; Edwin M. Coates, Company C, 
Fort Bridger, W. T., commanding com ' Joba 
Miller, Company A, Fort Fetterman, W. T., com- 
manding company ; Samuel P. Ferris, Company I, Fort 
Sanders, W. T., ceminetiig cotteenys Charles J. 
Yon Herrmann, Company E, Fort D. A. Russell, W. 
T., oceneotiog company; William H. Bisbee, Com- 
pany H, Camp Douglas, U. T., commanding company. 

t Lieutenants.—Gerhard L. Luhn, Compan a 
Fort Bridger, W. T., A. C. S. and post treasurer ; Thos. 
F. Quinn, Company K, Fort Columbus, N. Y..H., on 
general recruiting service; James H. Spencer, Com- 
pany B, Fort Bridger, W. T., with company; Horace 
eide, apeey G, Pottstown, Penpn., on leave of ab- 
sence; David I. Ezekiel, Company F, Cincinnati, O., 
cn_ sick leave of absence; Josiah A. Sheetz, Compan 
I, Fort Sanders, W. T., with company; Anthony W. 
Vogdes, Company A, Fort Fetterman, W. T., with 
company; Patrick H. Breslin, Company H, Camp 
Douglas, U. T., with come ; Henry ton, Company 
D, ort D. A. Russell, W. T., commanding company i 
Butler D Price, Company E, Fort D. A. Russell, W. T., 
with company. 

Second Liecutenants.—Rufus P. Brown, Company A, 
Fort Fetterman, W. T., with company: Theodore E. 
i Iudward L. Bailey, Company D, Fort D. 
ng company ; ward L. ey, Company D, Fort D. 
A. Russell, W. T., in arrest; John Scott, See B, 
Fort Bridger, W. T., with company; Robert H. Young, 
Company H, Camp Brown, W. T., on detached service ; 
John J. O’Brien, Company E, Fort D. A. Russell, W. 
T., with company; Luther M. Longshaw, sy I, 
Fort Sanders- W. T., with company ; Henry E. Robin- 
son, Company ©, Fort Bridger, W. T., with company ; 
Lewis Merriam, Company K, Fort Bridger, W. T., with 
company. 

Thirteenth Infantrg.—Tke following is the January 

ter of commissioned officers of the Thirteenth In- 
fantry, headquarters Camp Douglas, A. T. : 

Field and Staff Officers—Colonel P. R. De Tro- 
briand, on leave of absence, with permission to go be- 
yond the sea. 

Lieut.-Colonel.—Henry A. Morrow, Camp Douglas, 
U. T., commanding regiment and post. ‘ 

Adjutant.—Henry C. Pratt, on leave of absence. 

Major.—Robert 5. La Motte, Nashville, Tenn., dis- 
bursing officer. 

Quartermaster.—Gustavus M. Bascom, on detached 
service as post quartermaster and A. C. 8., Fort Fred. 
Steele, W. T. 

Captains.—Nathan W. Osborne, Company B, Fort 
Fred. Steele, W. T., commanding nas i he Alfred L. 
Hough, pemaeee S Come Douglas, U. T., command- 
ing company; bert Nugent, Company E, beg 
Douglas, U. T., command ng coment Emory W. 
Clift, Company G, Fort Fred. Steele, W. T, command- 
ing company ; Ferd. E. De Courcy, beng oo H, Camp 
Douglas, U. 7, commanding com oh obert A. Tor- 
rey, Company A, Camp Brown, W. T., on leave of ab- 
sence; Arthur McArthur, Jr., Company K, Fort Fred. 
Steele, W. T., eens, wee ; James T. Mc- 
Ginniss, Company I, Camp Douglas, a T., command- 
ing company; William M. Waterbury, ey F, 
Camp Douglas, U. T., on leave of absence; Philip H. 
Ellis, Company D, Camp Douglas, U. T., command- 
ing. company. 

irst ge ee H. Rogers, Company 
G, Fort Fred. Steele, U. T., with company; William 
Auman, Company F, Camp Douglas, U. T., command- 
ing ne, 9 4 John B. Guthrie, Jr., Company A, Camp 
Brown, W. T.,commanding company, post Q. M. and 
A. C. 8.; Harry G. Cavenaugh, Company E, Camp 
Douglas, U. T., with company ; —— M. McCawley, 
Company [, Fort Columbus, N. Y. H., on general re- 
cruiting service; Jesse C. Chance, Company H, Camp 
Douglas, U. T., on leave of absence ; John 8. Bishop, 
lempeny K, Fort Fred. Steele, W. T., with company ; 
James Fornance, Company B, Fort Fred. Steele, w 
T., with company ; Jerauld Olmsted, Company C, Cam 
Douglas, U. T., on special duty with Company H, 
Thirteenth Infantry; Thomas 8. Mumford, Company 
D, Camp Douglas, U. T., with company. 

Second Lieutendnts.—Rogers Birnie, Company E 
Camp Douglas, U. T., acting regimental adjutant and 
pet. M.; Stanhope E. Blunt, Company I, Omaha, 

eb.,on detached service in Engineer office, depart- 
ment headquarters; Marcus W. Lyon, Company D, 
Camp Douglas, U. T., A. C. 8. of post; Frank Baker, 
Company G, Fort Fred. Steele, W. T., adjutant ; 
Emerson Griffith, Company A, Camp Brown, W. T., 
— adjutant ; Benjamin H. Gilman, Company F, Camp 

uglas, U. T.; with company ; Michell F. Jamar, Com- 
pony H, Camp Douglas, U. T., post adjutant ; Edmond 
etcher, Company K, Fort Fred. Steele, W. T., with 
company; Samuel N. Holmes, Com C, Cam 
Douglas, v. T., with company ; Jobn aa Peshine, 
Compooy B, Fort Fred. Steele, W. T., with company. 

The eral Court-martial instituted by par. 1. 8. O. 

No. 4, c. s., from department headquarters, of which 
Captain R. A. Torrey, Thirteenth Infantry, is a mem- 
ber, having adjourned sine die, that officer January 23 
‘was ordered ‘to join his proper station. 

Fort McP — Assistant Surgeon C. L. Lleizmann, 
U. 8. Army, having completed his duties with the mili- 
tary reconnoisance of my beng 9 Wyoming, Janu- 
ary 23, upon the on of the medical direc- 
tor of the department, was to duty as post 
surgeon at Fort McPherson. Upon his val A. A. 
Surgeon D. F. Powell, U. 8. Army, was directed to be | 
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Telieved from duty at that post, red to Camp Stam- 
baugh, for duty, relieving A. A, Surgeon 8S. A. Green- 
well, U. 8. Army, who upon being relieved was directed 


to report in person to the medical director of the De- 
partment for annulment of contract. 

Highth Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty days, 
on s n’s certificate of disability, January 19 was 
granted Colonel J. V. Bomford. 

Leave of absence for thirty days, on surgeon's certifi- 
cate of disability, January 21 was granted nd Lieu- 
tenant J. W. Summerbhayes, Eighth Infantry. 


DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-Gen C. C. Augur: Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 


Fort Davis—A General Court-martial convened at 
Fort Davis, Texas, Jan 23. Assistant Surgeon 
Charles 8. DeGraw, Medical Dep»rtment, and the fol- 
lowing officers of the Twenty-fifth Infantry were de- 
tailed for the court: Major Zenas R. Bliss; Captain D. 
D. Van Valzah; First Lieutenants Cyrus N. Gray, 
et, H. Baxter Quinby, regimental quartermaster, 

win J. Stivers; Second Lieutenant Harry Reade. 
First Lieutenant Wallace Tear, judge-advocate. 


Fourth Cavalry—The commanding officer Fort Clark 
January 13 was directed to designate two companies of 
the Fourth Cavalry, serving at his pos‘ to be relieved 
from duty there at, and direct them to Fort McKavett, 
for duty at that post. On the arrival at Fort McKavett 
of these companies, the commanding officer of that 
post was directed to relieve from duty thereat the two 
companies of the Ninth Cavalry, now serving there, 
and direct them to Fort Concho, for duty at that post. 

First Lieutenant H.W. Lawton, regimental quarter- 
master, January 12 was ordered rfom Fort Clark, 
Texas, to his proper station. 

Twenty-fourth Infantry.—Leave of absenee for thirty 
days, on surgeon’s certificate of disability, with permis- 
sion to apply to the Adjutant-Genera! of the Army for 
an extension of thirty days, January 12 was granted 
Second Lieutenant Jacob R. Pierce. 

Medical Department.—Assistant Surgeon M. K. hen 8 
lor, U. 8. Army, January 15 was ordered to Fort Stock- 
ton, Texas, for —< 

A. A. Surgeon O. J. Eddy. U. 8. Army, January 10 
was relieved from duty at Fort Griffin, and ordered to 
Fort Concho, Texas, for duty. 

Tenth Cavalry.—Major G. W. Schofield January 15 
was relieved from duty with the board for the purchase 
of cavalry horses, instituted by par. 3,8. O. No. 178, 
series of 1873, from department headquarters, and or- 
dered to return to his proper station, Fort Sill. Leave 
of absence for thirty days, with permission to apply 
to headquarters Military Division of the Missouri for 
an extension of thirty days, January 15 was granted 
Major G. W. Schofield. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General I. McDowell: Headq’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 

Colonel W. H. Emory; Headquarters, New? Orleans, La. 

Payment Troops.—Major William H. Johnston, 
ymaster, U. 8. Army, Jauuary 19 was ordered to Key 

West, Fia., for the purpose of paying the troops at that 
point on the rolls of December 31, 1873. 

Medical tment.—The services of A. A. Surgeon 
F. J. Gould, U. 8. Army, being no longer required his 
contract January 19, on the recommendation of the 
medical director of the department, was ordered to be 
annulled, to date from the 31st instant. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General W. S. Handcock: Haq rt'rs, New York. 


Officers Registered—The following officers were 
registered at the headquarters Military Division of the 
‘Atlantic, for the week ending January 27: Captain 
Thomas F. Toby, Second Artillery; B. J. D. Irwin, 
surgeon, U. 8S. Army ; Second Lieutenant J. H. Pardee, 
Twenty-third Infantry. 

Fifth Artillery.—The leave of absence granted First 
Lieutenant John McClellan, in par. 1,8. O. No. 93, 
series of 1873, from department headquarters, January 
26 was extended twenty days. Leave of absence fur 
sixty days, with permission to apply for an extension 
of twenty days, at the same time was granted First 
Lieutenant Thomas R. Adams. 

Fort Hamilion—A correspondent writes: “The 
monotony of — life at this post was agreeably 
relieved last Saturday evening, by an entertainment 
given by the “ Fort Hamilton Dramatic Association ” 
at Bay Ridge. This association consists principally of 
soldiers of the Garrison, and their efforts to amuse their 
comrades deserve encouragement 4nd success. On 
Saturday night a large andience assembled in the Athe- 
neeum at Bay Ridge to witness their first performance 
and jndgi from the hearty applause which gree 
their rendition of “ The a onarch ” and “ tor 
O'Toole,” they enjoyed it. The crowning perfoimance 
of the evening, however, was “ Ye m of ye Mulli- 


P gan Guards,” which brought down the house, and was 


several times encored. The Third Artillery band, un- 
der the able leadership of Mr. Oechsel, added much to 
the pleasure of the evening, and it is to be hoped that 
the association will follow up their success with an- 
other performance, not many days hence. 








‘MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. . 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield : Hdqrs San Francisco, Cal. 





officers tered | vice of the United 


Janvaky 31, 1874. 











Henry Wagner, 'First ‘Cavalry; First Liewteaants A. 
Grant, First Cavalry, J. 8. King, Twelfth Infantry ; 
Second Lieutenants Wm. Allen, Twelfth Infantry, 
Frank Michler, Fifth Cavalry. 

Fifth Cavalry.—Second Lieutenant Frank Michler 
January 10 was assigned to duty as aide-de-camp on the 
staff ‘of the major-general commanding the Military 
Division of the Pacific. 


DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 


Twelfth Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty days 
January 14 was granted Second Lieutenant William 
Allen. « 

Payment @ ag: ate Brantz Mayer, paymas 
ter, 6. 8. ) Bans anuary 12 was directed to pay the 
troops to December 31, at posts in the harbor of San 
Francisco, Benicia Barracks, and Arsenal, Cal., and 


Major C. W. Wingard, paymaster, U. S. Army, those 
at Camps Gaston, Wright, and Independence, Cal. 


DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA. 
Brigadier-General George Crook; Headquarters, Prescott, A, 7: 
Payment of Troops.—Major J. H. Nelson, paymaster, 
January 2 was directed to pay the troops stationed at 


Camps Beale’s Springs, Mojave, Verde, and Fort 
Whipple, A. T., to include the 31st day of December, 
1873. 


Third Cavalry—Major A. W. Evans, A. A. I.-G., 
January 2 was ordered to inspect the a and posts 
of Camps Beale’s Springs and Mojave, A. T. 








ARMY AND NAVY IN CONGRESS. 


In the Senate on the 21st inst., Mr. Cragin presented 
two letters from the Secretary of the Navy, enclosing 
correspondence relative to the reduction made in the 
Naval Appropriation Bill, as it passed the House, in the 
appropriation for preparing and publishing the Vauti- 
cal Almanac ; the other in relation to the claim made by 
the authorities of Charlestown, Mass., to be reimbursed 
for improvements on Chelsea street, bordering on the 
Charlestown Navy Yard. These papers, which are 
approved by the Secretary of the Navy, and recom- 
mended favorably to Congress, were referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

The Naval Committee reported without amendment 
the bill authorizing James McDonald of the Navy to 
accept a silver medal from the Italian Government; 
and with amendment, Senate Bill 269, changing the 
titles of certain navy officers. 

Mr. Crozier introduced a bill Nv. 356, to amend an 
act to provide for the establishment. of a military 

rison and for its government, approved March 3, 1873. 

ferred to Committee on Military Affairs. 

In the Senate, on the 22d inst., resolutions of the 
Philadelphia County Medical Society were presented, 
asking the repeal of section 6 of the Army Appropria- 
tion Act of March 3, 1869, and praying the enactment 
of such a law as will confer upon the Medical Depart- 
ment of the Army the emoluments and rank which 
justly belong to it. Referred to Committee on Military 
‘Afiairs. 

In the House, a petition was presented from gradu. 
ates of the U. S. Academy of the class of June 4, 1869, 
for rank and precedence as determined by the date of 
their graduation. Referred to Naval Committee. A 
similar petition was presented in the Senate by Mr. 
Wright on the 22d inst. In the House, the Speaker 
presented a letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting the petition of Assistant-Surgeon W. Mathews, 
U. 8. Army, for reimbursement of the value of cloth- 
ing and other personal property, lost in consequence of 
fire at Fort Buford, January 28, 1871—alse a letter from 
Secretary of War relative to property lost by Cvlonel 
Gates by wreck of the San Francisco in 1858. 

Mr. Coburn reported a juint resolution No. 43, 
authorizing a special committee of inquiry concerning 
General O. O. Howard, which was read, referred and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Scofield presented the memorial of Commodore 
Napoleon Collins, in favor of the distribution among 
the officers and crew of the Wachusett of the value of 
the rebel pirate Florida, captured in the bay of Bahia, 
Brazil, which was referred to the Naval Committee. 

We give below the text of bills heretofore referred 
to as having been introduced in Congress. 

H. R. 1187, by Mr. P. M. B. Young, to discontinue 
the recruiting service of the United States: 

That the branch of the military service known as the recruit- 
ing service be, and the same is hereby, discontinued, to take 
effect on the date of the passage of this act, or as soon there- 
after as is practicable ; and that all furniture and stores con- 
nected with said service be turned over to the Quartermaster- 
General of the =. 

Sec. 2. That all officers of the —— | now on duty connected 
—_ the recruiting service be returned to their respective regi- 
ments. 


H. R. No. 1058, by Mr. Killinger, for the relief of 
certain officers of the late war: 


That all officers of volunteers below the rank of brigadier 
general who were in commission and duly mustered at the close 
of the late war, and also all whose term of service had exceeded 
three years were discharged on account of wounds received 
in action between December 1, 1864, and March 3, 1865, shall 
receive three months’ pay proper as provided in section four of 
the act entitled * An act making Fire bo, 1a00." for the support 
of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1866," approved March 
3, 


oO 


House Joint Resolution No. 88, by Mr. Adams, 
amending joint resolution of July 26, 1866; 


That the joint resolution entitled “ Joint resolution for the 
af certain officers of the TT approved July 26, 1866, be 
so amended and hereafter construed as to apply to and authorize 
the payment of such officers as are therein designated from the 
date of their actual entry upon the duties of such office under 
t or pene wb by competent authority: Provided, 
t such officer was afterward regularly mustered into the ser- 
States in the grade to which he was thus 
ted, and the company, segues, or other organization to 
w he belonged had, at the e of his ao and entr 
upon the duties of such office as aforesaid, the numerical stren, 
requisite for the appointment of such officer. 
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H. R. No. 1086, by Mr. Bundy, for the relief of Wm. 
O. Cory : 

That upon the ocenrrence of a vacancy of the grade of first 
lieutenant in his regiment, Second Lieutenant William O. Cory, 
15th Infantry, shall be entitled to promotion to the grade of first 
lieutenant, with date of commission and relative rank in the 
Army held by him in January, 1871; ad, That this act 
grants no back or additional pay in any manner whatsoever. 


H. R. No. 1179, by Mr. Woodford, relative to invalid 
jrensions : 


That from and after the ist day of July, 1874, all those persons 
entitled to a less pension than hereinafter s cifled, who, by 
reason of injury received, or disease contracted in the military 
or naval service of the United States or the Marine Corps,and in the 
line of duty, shall have lest the sight of both eyes, or shall have 
lost the sight of one eye, the sight of the other having been pre- 
viously lost, or shall have lost both hands, or shall have lost both 
fevt, or shall have been totally disabled in the same, or otherwise 
so disabled as to render them utterly helpless, or so nearly so as 
to require the regular personal aid and attendance of another 
person, shall be entitled to a pension of $50 per month; and all 
persons who, under like circumstances, shall have lost one hand 
and one foot, or shall have been totally disabled in the same, or 
otherwise so disabled as to be incapacitated for the performance 
of any manual labor, but not so much soas to require regular per- 
sonal aid and attendance, shall be entitled to a pension of $35 
per moath; and all those persons who, under like circumstances. 
shall have lost one hand or ene foot, or shall have been totally 
disabled in the same, or otherwise so disabled as to render their 
incapacity to perform manual labor equivalent to the loss of a 

nd or a foot, shall be entitled to a pension of $25 per month. 


H. R. No. 1063, by Mr. Shoe.naker, for restoration of 
Captain John C. Beaumont, to his original position : 


That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to restore John C. Beaumont, pee in the United 
States Navy, now on the active list, to his original position on the 
Navy Register, next above Captain Charles H. B. Caldwell. 


H. R. No. 1126, by Mr. Field, relative to the Ordnance 
Department of the Army : 


That so much of section six of the act entitled ‘“‘ An act mak- 
ing appropriations for the support of the Army for the year end- 
ing June 80, 1870, and for other purposes,’’ approved March 3, 
1809, as prohibits promotions and new appointments in the 
Ordnance Department be, and the same is hereby, repealed: 
Provided, That the grade of second lieutenant of ordnance be, 
and the same is hereby, abolished. 


H. R. No. 1087, reported from Committee of Appro- 
priations known as the Fortification Bill, appropriates 
for forts Preble, Adams, Dutca Island, Foote, Washing- 
ton, Sumter, Moultrie, Pulaski, Taylor, Alcatrez, $20,- 
000 each; Trumbull, Delaware, and Schuyler, $25,000 
each ; Scammel, Willett’s Point, Tompkins, New Fort, 
Monroe, Jackson, St. Philip, Fort Point, Lime Point, 
$30,000 each; Hamilton and batteries, $26,000. 
Batteries, Portsmouth, N. H., and Finns Point, $80,000 
each; Delaware and Hudson, $13,000 each; Long 
Island Head, $40,000. Torpedoes for harbor defence 
and. preservation of same, $125,000: Provided, That 
the money hereiu appropriated for torpedoes shall only 
be used in the establishment and maintenance of 
torpedoes to be operated from shore-stations for the 
destruction of an enemy’s vessel approaching the shore 
or entering the channel and fairways of harbors. For 
contingencies of fortifications, $75,000. For surveys 
and reconnaissances in the military divisions and de- 
partments, $30,000. For continuing exploration and 
survey of the Territories of the United States west of 
the one bundredih meridian, $30,000 

The draft of the act for the relief of Fred. Rettig, 
sent to the Military Committee, and recommended for 
passage by the Secretary of War, is as follows: 


That the Paymaster-General of the Army be, and he is hereby, 
directed to pay to Fred. meray | the pry and allowances of a first 
lieutenant of artillery, from April 8, 1864, to November 18, 1864, 
for services rendered by him as such in the ist Florida Battery, 
and that such poyeneet shall be made out of any moneys appro- 
priated for pay of the Army. 


The letter of Adjutant-General Townsend accom- 
panying it says: 


From the records of this office it appears that Corporal Fred. 
Rettig, battery K, Second U. 8. Artillery, was appointed and 
commissioned by the commanding general Department of the 
Gulf (General Banks) as first lieutenant ist Florida Battery, and 
as such rendered arduous service from on or about March 31 
1864, to November 18, 1864, but, by reason of the disbandment of 
said battery, was debarred from muster and pay. As the case is 
a meritorious one of an old soldier of the regular Army, it is 
recommended that the same be laid before Congress, with a view 
to legislation allowing him the pay and allowances of a first 
lieutenant of artillery from April 8, 1864, (it appearing that he 
has already been recognized and paid as an enlisted man of 
battery K, Second U. 8. Artillery, to April 7, 1864,) to November 
18, 1864. 


The following is the draft of the bill sent tothe 
House of Representatives by the Secretary of War, 
relative to the sale of commissary stores: “ That the 
sale of Army commissary stores be and is hereby ex- 
cepted from the operations of the fifth section of the 
act approved May 8, 1872, entitled ‘An act makin 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, an 
judicial expenses of the Government for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1873, and for other purposes,’ and that 
hereafter the proceeds of sales of commissary stores 
may be applicable to the purchase of new stores during 
the fiscal year in which the sales are made.” 

The necessity of the passage of such an act is set 
forth in a communication from the Commissary General 
who says: 


“Tt is found, however, that the operation of the law (of May 8, 
1872,) in requiring the proceeds of all sales of commissary stores 
other than those arising from sales made to officers to be covered 
into the Treasury, takes from the annual appropriation for the 
subsistence of the Army so large a sum as to render it doubtful 
whether the Army can be subsisted for any fiscal year by the 
annual appropriations for the subsistence of the Army for such 
year, if it is to lose such proceeds of sale. The greater part of 
commissary stores being readily perishable, it is found that with 
the greatest possible care that can be taken for their preservation 
and protection, both during transportation and in store, through- 
out the widely-extended country and great diversity of tryin 
climates in which the troops are stationed or operating, many 0 
them unavoidably become so far deteriorated as to be unfit for 
issue; others, by reason of the abandonment of certain poste, 
are no longer required for issue at such posts, and having become 
partially injured by age are not worth transportation, at been 
cost, to other posts, In such and all similar cases, as also at all 
posts where stores in limited quantities become unfit for issue, 
such stores must be sold and fresh supplies furnished for issue 
to the troops for whom those sold were originally purchased; and 
it is respectfully urged that the proceeds of all such sales should 
be held available for replacing good stores for issue to the troops. 
It is known to you that the annual appropriations for the subsis- 


.to the Military Committee. 


tence of the Army are based upon. the limited data vf the num- 
ber of men to be subsisted, and the estimated total cost of the 
single complete ration, and that thus if ten or ten thousand: 
rations are sold by reason of the vicissitudes of the Army, the 
must usually be replaced; and if the funds arising from the 
sale shail not be available for such purchases, heavier and con- 
tingent or deficiency appropriations must be asked for. So far as 
it can now be determined from the data in this office, there will 
eo be lost to the appropriation for the subsistence of the 

rmy in the current fi year, by the operation of the present 
law, about $100,000. It would seem that by far the better course 
would be to allow the proceeds of all sales of Army commissary 
stores and property to be excepted from the requirements of 
section five of the act of May 8, 1872.” 

In the House, on the 26th inst., Mr. Scofield intro- 
duced a bill, No. 1,418, to retain Rear-Admiral B. F. 
Sands on the active list of the Navy. This is under- 
stood to be for the purpose of enablingghim to still 
have charge of the naval preparations for observing 
the transit of Venus in August, 1874—he being presi- 
dent of the commission—and to complete his report on 
the subject. : 

Mz. Mills introduced a bill, No. 1,485, authorizing 
and directing the Secretary of War to remove all troops 
in the Southern States to the frontier of Texas for the 
protection of the people against Indians. 

Mr. Shanks introduced a bill, No. 1,461, for a survey 
by Army and Navy engineers of a ship canal from 
Lake Michigan to the Mississippi river at or near 
Cairo; Mr. Lofland a bill, No. 1,521, in relation to 
clerks of commandants of Navy-yards; Mr. Kelly a 
bill, No. 1,541, for the relief of the heirs of Rear- 
Admiral Jobn A. Dahlgren; Mr. Butler a bill, No. 
1,543, to enable the President to revoke the acceptance 
of the resignation of Paymaster George Plunkett—all 
of which were read the second time, ordered to be 
printed and referred to the appropriate committees. 

A petition was preserted by Grace B. Peck, widow 
of Captain Elisha Peck, for difference of pay between 
that drawn asa commander in the Navy by her late 
husband, and that of captain. 

A communication was read from the Secretary of 
War, inclosing draught of a bill authorizing the issue 
of tobacco to enlisted men of the Army, as a com- 
ponent part of the Army ration, which was referred 
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A Herald Washington correspondent, under date of 
January 24, has the following gossip: “Mrs. Sher- 
man’s home gatherings, attract many to her 
delightful house on I street, within sound of the vesper 
bells of St. Aloysius, where she devoutly worships. 
She reminds the old stagers, as she advances in life, of 
her father, glorious old Tcm Ewing of Ohio, whose 
conversational powers were only surpassed by those of 
Tom Corwin. But while she and her daughters so 
cordially welcome and entertain their numervus visitors 
on Mondays, the great attraction is the hero, who alone 
in all this land is legally entitled to be called the General. 
There is no other such General—no other such man. 
He is no grim hero, war-worn and sedate,but one ofthe 
the boys, who not only loves to jest with she girls, 
but who, if hefcan get any one to sitdown at a piano 
and play a reel is in his glory. To see him balan- 
cing, swinging opposite ladies, tearing down the middle 
and up the outside, you would never recognise the 
leader of that host which went marching through 
Georgia, conquering and to conquér. He has his 
own ideas, too, of men and things, and does not hesitate 
about expressing them. Half a mile away, east of the 
Capitol, are the headquarters of the Marine Corps, 
where the gallant soldier-sailors assemble on Mondays, 
and the wife of their brave commander, Mrs. General 
Zeilin, preside over their reception. They have music 





—the Marine officers intend to give a grand ball, and 
as they have the resources of the neighboring Navy 
Yard to draw upon for burnished weapons, flags and 
other decorations, a grand time may be expected. 

Mrs. Secretary Belknap, loveliest and most majestic 
of our metropolitan Jadies, elicited the homage of all 
who saw her in her elegantly furnished residence, The 
good taste displayed by her in selecting her wardrobes 
and her furniture last summer in Paris elicits general 
approval, and her grace and ease of manner captivate 
all who can enjoy her society.”’ 








THE Detroit Post, of January 19, says: 


five Thousand men—reducing it by discharging from 
the service Five Thousand men. It argues that Con- 
gressmen take the whole cost of the Army proper, 
officers’ pay, transportation, horses, equipment and 
every expense, anc divide the total by the number of }- 
men. Thus they arrive at the false estimate that each 
enlisted man costs the Government One Thousand 


discharging Five Thousand men will save Five 
Millions of dollars in the annual expenses. It will 
really save wery ty vom L for the officers, under 
high pay, cannot be discharged ; the smaller the num- 
ber of men, the more they will have to travel about to 
do the service required, and it costs about as much to 
move one company as it does two or three companies, 
so that the transportation bill will not be diminished ; 
the saving in equipments and arms will be next to 
nothing, as these are provided, at any rate, in larger 
quantities than are actually required, in order to have 
them on hand in arsenals, ready for use when needed. 
On the other band, it will take from the Army five regi- 
ments of the line, whose services cannot be spared; 
and, in case of an Indian outbreak, it will cost more 
to get Five Thousand men enlisted, drilled, conveyed 
to where they are wanted, and equipped, than can 
possibly be saved by the proposed reduction, It says 
that every officer of distinction in the service is 
Me senge to the reduction as unwise in a purely business 
point of view, and as not likely to really reduce ex- 


columns of the Capital, though the venda. 
of all the allegations of fact contained therein mi ht 
well justify me in treating the letter itself and its in- 
famous author with cool and passionless contempt, yet, 
for certain reasons, not difficult, I imagine, to be 
divined, 1 have thought proper to take a somewhat 
different course. 


with a view of m ’ 
for the ruined and disgraced champion ef disunion to 
say aught of me, or of my public career, which could 
in the least degree disturb my equanimity. He has 
cherished an undying hatred for me ever since his owa 
presumputous arrogance, on a very noted occasion, com- 
pelled me to slap his jaws, in this city, in the winter of 
1847-48. The hostility thus engendered was afterwards 
much heightened by my defeat of his_treasonable as- 
pirations to the office of Governor of Mississippi, as a 
secession candidate, in 1851. My constant and unyield- 
ing opposition to him and his nefarious schemes in 
Richmond, during the war of the rebellion, for three 
years, was not at all calculated to assuage bis enmity. 
My free, but unanswered, and, I venture to say, wnan- 
swerable expositions, last summer, of his indecent and 
seditious attempts to keep alive in the bosoms of his 
countrymen feelings of irritation and alienation, which 
by their band, and dancing follows of course. Later | ought never to have been brought into existence, have 
in the season—it is now whispered as a profound secret | doubtless much inflamed the malignity which was 
slumbering in the recesses of a heart capable of all 
mischief. I rejoice to know thai the blighting curse 
of Mr. Davis’ commendation it nevet can now be my 
ill-fortune to incur. But I bid this mighty man of 
Gath, who writes so blustrously for publication in the 
newspapers, know that I do not livein absolute conceal- - 
ment; my wher 
his idolizing confederates. He knows, as thousands of 
others know, that for full twenty years I have stood 
ready to accord to him such satisfaction as he might 
deem necessary to his deeply-wounded honor; and 
that, whatever general views 
the propriety of settlin 
. tween him and myself in the mode referred to, yet 
The Army AND Navy Je@uRNAL argues forcibly that, from special deference to him, I shall be alto- 
against the proposed reduction of the Army to Twenty- | gether induced to make him an exceptional case. 
habitual calumniator of honest and patriotic men has no 
right to skulk behind the hypocritical pretences of ea- 
treme piety H. 


to the British establishment at Nova Be 
1 probability shortly be made by the arrival of another 
dollars a year, and jump to the false conclusion that company from England. - 


sel says he is now happy. He attacked the Q 


if there is any mé@ian trouble, let the country count 
the cost of what it may lose by property destroyed, the 
development offthe country arrested, the tide of immi- 

ration checked, and the valuable pioneer lives 

or the want of protection which these Five T 
discharged men might have given; and the result will 
show a positive loss, instead of a gain, by this false 
and mistaken kind of “ economy.” 








FOOTE VS. DAVIS. 


The subjoined letters of Ex-Senator Foote and Mr. 
Jefferson Davis, are sufficiently belligerent to come 
within the sphere of a military journal, The report of 
a duel between the gentlemen undoubtedly grows out 
of them. The letter from Mr. Davis was published in 
the Washington Capital of Sunday, that of Henry 8, 


Foote in the Chronicle of Monday : 

Mempnis, TENN., Nov. 25, 1878. 
Mr. L. C.: 

Dear Sir: Yours of the 20th instant has been this 
day received.‘ I have not seen any of the articles 
which you inform me H. 8. Foote has written in 
abuse of me, nor have I had any desire to read what- 
ever he might write. NTRS 

In the year 18511 published him as constitutionally 
a liar, and his subsequent career only served to confirm 
me in thatjudgment. Since that date, therefore, I have 
taken no heed of the utterances of said Foote. 

His flattery, when he was seeking political prefer, 
ment in the Confederacy, and his abuse when, faith- 
less to his trust as a Representative in the Congress of 
the Confederate States, he was preparing for his sub- 
sequent desertion to their enemy, were alike disre- 
garded by me. ; 

You are at liberty to use this as you think proper. 


I remain, respectfully and truly, yours, 
ss . JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


To which Mr. Foote responds in the following card : 
As a portion of the community may possibly expect 
from me some notice of the insulting and grossly as- 
persive letter over the signature of Jeflerson Davis, 


which yesterday morning made its appearance in the 
z % ti glaring mendacity 


t occurrences 


I shall not now go into a detail of i 
t is not possible 


own vindication. 


cabouts may be easily found by him or 


may entertain touching 
such issues as have arisen be- 


8. Foors. 





AN augmentation of the Royal —y my ws 
w a 


— 


CapTaIn MAUNSEL, an ex-army officer in Her Brit- 


annic Majesty’s service, who assaulted the uke of 
Cambridge in Pall Mall the other day, has been bound 
over to take his trial for that outrage. In his defence 
he read a long memorial recounting his ill- 
British government. He had long vainly endeavored 
to get the London newspapers to publ 


by the 


this docu- 
ment; but they all now publish it, and Captain Maun- 
ueen’s 
uncle solely in order to obtuin publicity for his com- 
plaint, and having obtained it he is content. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
The following are the changes of stations of troops reported 
to the Adjutant-General’s office during the week ending Satur- 
day, January 2%: 
Companies D and F, Ninth Cavalry, from Fort McKavett, Tex., 


to Fort Concho, Tex. 
company I, Sixteenth Infantry, from Jackson, Miss., to Corinth 
88. 


, G, Nineteenth Infantry, from Gr 
seumpany “9 yy try, fro eenwood, La., to 








penses, while it will greatly cripple the service. - Then, | 


Post EstaBlisHeD.—-Corinth, Miss, 
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THE NAVY. 


* 
“The Editor invites for this of the Jounnat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, eedpaensditat the movement 
of officers or vessels, 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


oo Powhatan left Key West January 25 for New 
ork. 
Tue Gettysburg arrived at Key West on the 24th 


January. “ 
Tus Brooklyn expected to leave Boston for Ke 
West, Florida, on Jeouary 26. 

A DESsPATcH from Havana, January 27, 1874, reports 
that the Worcester had gone to Matanzas. 

THE Ossipee left Hampton Roads at 11 o’clock Jan- 
nary 37, and immediately put to sea, bound for Key 

est. 


Tue Kearsarge, now at San Francisco, has been 
orderéd to the Asiatic Station. It is understood she is 
designed as the relief of the Jr is. 

Tue Gettysburg arrived at Key West, Fia., January 
24, from Norfolk, Va., with anew crew for the Con- 
gress, and a supply of torpedoes for the Ticonderoga. 


On January 27 the Frolic was to have been put on 
the dry dock at Gos: Navy-yard to have her bottom 
cleaned. Afterw she will proceed immediately to 
Key West. 


THE Wyoming, with the steamer General Sherman, 
which was taken possession of at Panama, and ordered 
to be brought to an American port, arrived at Key West 
on the 22d inst. 


Tue U.S. steamer I’ortsmouth, recently reported at 
Honolulu, has been ordered to the Mare Island Navy 

ard, for the purpose of being prepared for service as 
a regular cruiser. 

Captain Grorce H. Cooper is now before the 
Examining Board at Washington for inquiry as to his 
physical, moral, and professional fitness for promotion 
to the grade of commodore. 

THe Wachusett arrived at Key West, Florida, 
January 20, from Cedar Keys with Commodore 
Parker, who will take the fleet to the Tortugas for 
drill in his new steam tactics. 


THE repairs to the steeri ear of the monitor 
Dictator having been counpteted, she dropped down to 
the compass station January 28, preparatory to pro- 
ceeding to Key West, in company with the Juniata. 

On January 23, at about 11:30 a.m., the anchor of the 
_—_ iron-clad frigate Arapiles was weighed, and 
after the usual exchange of salutes with the Juniata, 
the Arapiles steamed down the bay, en route for Cuba. 

Tuk filibuster General Sherman was reported at Key 
West, Florida, January 26, coaling preparatory to 
starting for New Orleans, where the Court in her case 
will be convened. Lieutenant Todd is in charge of 
the General Sherman. 


Apvices from Rio de Janeiro Dec. 30 report the Wi 
Commander Mahan, en in iagvering betwen 
Punta Brava and Flores Island, in order to define the 
exact locality of certain shoals and rocks known to 
exist there, and which have proved a serious obstruc- 
tion to the river navigation. 

ReaR-Admiral James H. Strong, commanding South 
Atlantic station, hauled down his flag from the Lan- 
caster at Rio, December 23, and the same day hoisted it 
on the Monongahela, which came on the day previous. 
The Lancaster immediately sailed for Key West, and 
her arrival there is reported by telegraph on the 25th 
inst. The M will be the flagship of Rear- 
Admiral Strong for the present. 


DespatcHes from Rear-Admiral Jenkins, dated 


Hong Kong, December 11, report that he expected to | 98 


haul down his flag and turn over the command of the 
information fa that Heat-Adssieal Parent het Peewee 

oformation a - i tt has been con- 
demned by medical survey. 

A pEsPatcn from Key West, Fla., Janua 27, says: 
Naval Constructor Easby has arrived trea Norfolk, 
and is inspecting the vessels of the fleet. All are 
found to be in good condition. The final preparations 
for the fleet manwuvres are now complete. Thére 
will be three squadrons of five sailing ships each, with 
the monitors asa reserve. The ee will act as 
vee | tothe flagship. The first division will com- 
prise the 


ete 
ae the second includes the "Colorado, a: 
sett, yoming, and Sha 39 

third the Franklin, Broo “3 Ma Soak aot 


" Kansas, and 
Ossipee. Of these the Ju 4 : oes, 
and Ossipee are yet to arrive. The fleet is expected to 


leave for Tortugas next Monday, February 2. 

Tue House Committee of the Judiciary have under 
consideration a resolution introduced by General 
Batler, instructing it to inquire and re whether, 
under existing laws, the courts of the United States 
have adequate jurisdiction and autbority to prevent 
and punish the im ruse of the flag and national 
character of the United States on board merchant 
vessels on the high seas or in foreign ports; and fur- 
thermore, to inquire and report if any, and if 80, what 
additional legislation by Co: expedient or 

to punish ms who fraudulently obtain 
or illegally use, marine documents creating vessels of 
the United States, and to punish officers of the Govern- 
ment who carelessly beeen issue such documents; 
and also to os and report, if any, and what legisla- 
tion is needed to enable military, naval, or consular 
officers of this Government to seize on the high seas or 
nationel cbarectar, and to fend thems within, a rerieas 
character, and to sen m Ww a 
district for adjudication. ; 

THE Monongahela, which sailed from New 

vember 9, arrived af Rio de Janeiro, December 22. Bady 
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weather was encountered crossing the Gulf om, 
and November 13 and 14, in latitude 37 deg. 
min., ude 60.48 W. She encountered Ane boost | 
gale from the south, which blew with great violence, 
accompanied by heavy squalls of rain and falling bar 
ometer, indicating a ene. with the storm-centre 
bearing west of the a’s position and proba- 
bly advancing towards her. The ship was “ hove to” 
on the starboard tack under topsail and spanker, with 
propeller connected and steam up. The storm-centre 
passed very near the ship and was plainly visible from 
the deck as it whirled past, tearing off the tops of the 
seas in its = = the - ory -— basagelie 
was very turbulent and irregular, but the 

fully evinced her fine qualities as a sea boat and es- 
capeil all damage. She took the northeast trades in 
latitude 24 de; north, and found the southeast 
trades in about latitude 5 d north. The islet of 
St. Pauls was sighted December 9. The remainder of 
the Passage was characterized by the usual light winds 
incident to the season of the year. 

“ ALL naval officers,” writes a correspondent, “ who 
have been attached to the Asiatic station during the 
et three years, will learn with regret of the death of 

Sally Anderson, manager of the Eureka Hotel in 
Shanghai,—a favorite resort for naval officers. She 
died October 21st, from inflammation of the bowels, 
after a very brief illness. The hotel has been leased 
by astranger. It is expected the Palos will winter in 

jentsin and the Lackawanna in Shanghai. The 
Ashuelot is undergoing extensive repairs at Yokoska, 
Japan. The Monocacy is en route from Japan to 
Shanghai. The Saco will remain at Yokohama this 
winter. The Yantic has left Shanghai for a cruise to 
Penang and Sumatra, to investigate the difficulties at 
Acheen, and is expected to visit Borneo and Manila, 
returning to Hong Kong next May. The Jroquois leaves 
Shanghai immediately after the arrival of the Monocacy, 
(looked for 27th) for Hong Kong, from there we ho 
to go to Manila during the winter. The Hartford will 
go to Hong Kong early in December, where the change 
in commanding officers of the station will occur— 
Admiral Jenkins going home and to the ‘ Retired List.’ 
He has been very popular here, and leaves many warm 
friends. Several merchants in Shanghai are much 
pleased with the Hon. Secretary’s recent order con- 
cerning delinquents in money matters, and naval 
officers rapes A think it a very proper and effectual 
remedy to check recklessness respecting debt.” 

Tue Navy Department has received through the 
a of State and Count Zannini, the silver medal 
awarded to Carpenter James McDonnell, of the U. 8. 
ship Onward, by the Government of Italy tor services 
rendered to the Italian merchaut vessel ide, at Cal- 
lao, Peru. The medal, weighing about three ounces, is 
a beautiful piece of workmanship. On one side is the 
raised head of the King of Italy, with the following in- 
scription : “ Vittorio Emanuele It, Re D'Italia.” On the 
other, “Ministero Della Marina A Giacomo McDon- 
nell, Déefta Marina li Stati Uniti.” ‘“ Per Soccorso 
Albrigo Italian Delaide, Callao, 25 Guigno, 1873.” A 
bill is now before Congress to authorize Carpenter Mc- 
Donnell to accept this testimonial. 

OFFICIAL dispatches have been received from Rear- 
Admiral T. A. Jenkins, Commander Asiatic Station, 
dated at Shanghai, November 26. He expected to 
leave that port avout December 1, to meet his successor, 
Rear-Admiral Parrott, at Hong Kong. The 
Hartford had been in the port of Shanghai 
since November 6, at which date -she arrived from a 
visit up the Yangtse river to the ports of Chinkiang, 
Kinkiang, and Hankow. At the latter place the 
Hartford was visited by the Taoutai, or Chinese Gov- 
ernor, who was received with the customary honors. 
At Kinkiang visits were exchanged with the Governor 
there. The trip of the Hartford up the river was very 
reeable, and all the officers of the ship received the 
kindest attention at the several ports. Great satisfac- 
tion was expressed by the foreign residents at the 
settlements that so large a ship asthe Hartford had 
been brought up the river—she being the largest vessel 
of war that ever visited Hankow, the highest port on 
the river open to foreign trade. Vice-Admiral Shad- 
well, the commander of H.B.M. force on the Asiatic 
station, with five vessels of war and his flag-ship, Jron 
Duke, was in the river below Wusung Bar at the date 
of Rear-Admiral Jenkin’s despatch. Rear-Admiral 
Brummer, commander Russian forces on the station 
with four vessels, was at Shanghai when Rear-Admi 
Jenkins arrived. He sailed with two of his ships on 
November 23 for Hong Kong. The Jroquois returned 
to Shanghai November 17 from a trip up the Yangtse. 
She was waiting the arrival of the Monocacy, 
expected, to make a change in some of the junior 
watch officers, after which she woul! go to Manila and 
Mepeabiank dod haon cisions Gon. paste af apes. 

" n visi ports apan. 
The M and Palos had completed repairs at 
Yokoska, and the M was daily expected at 
Shanghai. The Palos would soon come to Shanghai, 
and go thence to Tien-tsin, waich would be her winter 
quarters. The Saco was at Yokohama. The Yantic, 
which sailed from Shanghai October 20, visited Amoy, 
Swatow, and Hong Kong, and proceeded from the 
latter port to Manila, the Sulu Seas, Borneo, Batavia, 
Singapore, and Acheen. The Idaho expected to 
ghange her position back to Yokohama about Novem- 
ber 20, and when her stores should be transferred to 
the new store-houses, early in January, she would be 
sold at auction. 





Navy DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, Jan. 7, 1874. 

Paragraph 863,’ Regulations for the Navy, 1870, is 
hereby altered and amended to read as follows: 

A candidate for the appointment of acting gunner 
must be a seaman of sober and correct habits. must be 
not less than twenty-one, nor more than thirty-five 

of age, and must, previous to the professional ex- 
tion, pass: the required ph: examination., 








JaNvuARY 31, 1874. 








He must understand the manner of fitting magazines 
shell-rooms, shell-houses, and light-rooms ; the manner 


of stowing and preserving powder, projectiles, fire- 
works, and all ordnance stores afloat and ashore; the 
manner of handling and securin 


He must be able to put up all tnds of ammunition, 
to take impressions of vent and bore, to star-gauge 
guns, to adjust, verify and use sights, and to fit all gun 

ear. 
. He must thoroughly understand and be able to ex- 
plain all fuzes in use in the Navy. 

He must be fully conversant with all orders and 
regulations in regard to the care and handling of ord- 
nance material and stores afloat and ashore, and with 
the charges of powder for gunsand projectiles of every 
calibre. 

He must be able to read and write with fecility ; 
must understand the first four rules of arithmetic and 
proportion ; must be able to keep the gunner’s accounts 
correctly, and must have made a cruise in a sea-going 
vessel of war. ? 

Hereafter, no person shall be appointed an acting 
gunner until he shall have satisfactorily passed an ex- 
amination on the subjects here mentioned, and no act- 
ing gunner shall recsive a warrant as gunner until after 
making acruise of not less than one year, as acting 
gunner, in a sea-going vessel of war, and after a course 
of laboratory instruction at the Washington Navy- 

ard, he shall have passed a thorough examination be- 
ore fa duly authorized board of line officers, and no 
acting gunner shall be so examined unless he shai! pre- 
sent commendatory letters from his commanding 
officers. Gero. M. RoBEson, 
Secretary of the Navy. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 


JANUARY 2 Cmenee Henry Erben, to temporary duty in 
its to Panama. : 

charge of Lae der Edward 8. Keyser, to temporary duty 

as assistant to Commander Erben in charge of recruits to Pan- 





yANUARY a8.— Acting Assistant Surgeon Wm. Martin, to the 
tion, New Orleans. 
NGhiet Engineer Joseph Trilley, to the Ossipee. 
Second Assistant Engineer W. E. Sibley, to the Canonicus. 
JANUARY 2%4,—Lieutenant-Commander Wm. 8. Dana, to the 
ive. 
rr as John Riley, and Acting Sailmaker Charles 
Freeman, to the Shenandoah, at Key West, Fla., per steamer of 
“Jisbaet $6.—Lisatentnt- Coma . = John aes to the 
ecutive on the ebruary next. 
seen Beonets H. Delano, to the Shawmut on the 10th Febru- 
a per aaie George R. Martin, to the Shenandoah, at Key West, 
Fla., per steamer of 31st inst. RD 
JANUARY 27.—Lieutenant Frank Courtis, to the receiving ship 
Independence, at the Navy-yard, Mare Island, Cal. 
Lieutenant-Commander Horace E. Mullan, to duty in the North 
roo 26. First Assistant Engineer John A. Scot, to the 
Naval Rendezvous at San Francisco, Cal. ; 
Second Assistant Engineer Wm. E. Sibley, to the Canonicus. 


DETACHED. 


22.—Lieutenant T. Aug. Miller, from recruiting duty 
ne, and ordered to the Navy-yard, New York. 

First Assistant Engineer Hiram Parker, from the Manhattan, 

to the Saugus. ] 
ee 23.—Lieutenant-Commander George H. Waitelee. 
from the Canonicus, and ordered as executive of the receiving 
Boston, Mass. 
se eeatat dommanter George F. F. Wilde, from the Navy- 
yard, Boston, and ordered to the Canonicus as executive. 

Master Henry T. proskion. —_ je qoomeing ship Potomac, 

Philadelphia, and ordered tothe Canonicus. — 
“Chief Engineer William H. King, from the Ossipee, and placed 
sig amr So Tuttle, from the Narragansett, and ordered to 
return home and report arrival. 

JANUARY 24.—Lieutenant M. B. Buford, from the Congress on 
the completion of the naval mancuvres now in yoogress at Key 
West, and ordered to return home and report arrival. 

Lieutenant C. R. Meeker, from the Brooklyn, and ordered to 
await farther instructions at Boston. 

Lieutenant Edward T. Strong, from the Navy-yard, Boston, 
and ordered to the Shenandoah at Key West, Fla. 

Surgeon T. Woolverton, from the Shenandoah on the 15th De- 
cember last, and placed on sick leave. 

Passed Assistant Paymaster Joseph Foster, from special duty 
connected with the Shawmut, and ordered to duty on board that 
a Andrew Harman and Sailmaker Freeman B. White, 
from the Shenandoah, and ordered to return home and report 

ival. 
“Tseent $0-—-hipuhonent Commence G. K. Harwell, from the 
, and placed on sick leave. 
ey William B. Newman has reported his return home, 
ha been detached from the Wasp, South Atlantic station, on 
the 29th November, and has been placed on waiting orders. 

Lieujenant E. W. Bridge has reported his return home, having 
been detached from the Monongehele, Bost Atlantic station, 
on the 25th ult., and has been on sick leave. 

Lieutenant Frederick G. Hyde, from the Kansas, with per- 
mission to return home. ; 

Lieutenant William A. Morgan, from the receiving ship Ohio, 
and ordered to the Shawmut. 

Paymaster ae a epg the Shenandoah, and ordered to 
return home and report # L 

JANUARY 27.—Lieutenant C. H. Arnold has reported his return 
home, having been detached from the Wasp, South Atlantic sta- 
tion, on the foth November last, and has been placed on waiting 
Or aster W. W. Kimball, from special ordnance duty on the 3ist 
inst., and ordered to the Shawmut. 

Acting Passed Assistant Surgeon D. C. Burleigh, from the re- 


ceiving ship Vermont, on the 3ist inst., and ordered to the 
Shawmut. 
Cadet E eer L. W. Wooster, from the Powhatan, and 


ordered to the Canonicus. 

JANUARY %8.—First Assistant Engineer Cipriano gndeate, fom 
the Naval Rendezvous, San Francisco, and ordered to the Navy- 
yard, Mare Island, Cal. 

REVOKED. 

The acceptance of the resignation of Midshipman Joseph E. 
Utley. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Granted to Pay ley ty wed James Fulton for six months, with 
permission to leave the United States. 





LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported fo 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending January % : 
John H. Brown, eapiin forecastle, August 5, 1873, U. 8. 


. : th ‘andioas, | en 21, 1873, U. S. steam- 


er Congress, at Ali inte, Spain. 





A> 
wer 
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a Tl Wigs . iene . - 











— 
Robert Minto, landsman, D ber 12, 1873, U. 8, steamer Col- 
orado, at Key West. 


Wm. Whitney, sailmaker, Jaauary 3, 1874, U. S. steamer Wor- 
cester. 

Jacob Peterson, ordinary seaman, January T1, Naval Hospital, 
New York. 

Alfred W. Finley, ordinary seaman, January 16, Naval Hospi- 
tal, New York. 

Remiqn Almenar, seaman, January 17, Naval Hospital, New 
York. 

Joseph Cowell, corporal marines, December 1, U. 8. Naval Hos- 
pital, Yokohama, Japan. 

Joel Abbott Chew, seaman (extra), November 5, 1878, Naval 
Hospital, Yokohama, Japan, 

George W. Corwin, landsman, January 17, U. S. steamer Ver- 





mont. 
John B. Rittenhouse, pay director, January 22, Naval Hospital, 
Philadelphia. 


CHANGES IN THE ASIATIC STATION. 

The following changes of officers in the Asiatic station have 
taken place since the last despatch, dated November 8, 1873: 

Lieutenant-Commander Henry Glass, detached from the Hart- 
ford and ordered to the Iroquois November 22. 

Lieutenant Robert E. Impey, detached from the station and 
ordered to the United States November 14. 

Master John C. Wilson, detached from the Monocacy and 
ordered to the Iroquois December 2. 

Master M. E. Hall, detached from the Monocacy and ordered to 
the Iroquois December 2. 

Master G. B. Harber, detached from the Iroquois and ordered to 
the Monocacy December 2. 

Master A. M. Thackara, arrived on station and ordered to the 
Ashuelot December 2, 

Master T. D. Bolles, detached from the Ashuelot and ordered 
to the Saco December 2. 

Assistant Paymaster N. H. Stavey, arrived on station and 
ordered to report for duty to Commander McDougal, senior offi- 
cer present, at Yokohama in connection with the transfer of 
stores from the Idaho to Nagasaki, December 2. 














NICE AS A SANITARIUM. 


Report of Asst. Surgeon W. 8. Dixon, of the Wachusett, under 
Rear Admiral Case’s General Order No. 2. 


Thousands of foreign valetudinarians resort annually 
to Nice, France, on account of its world-wide reputa- 
tion as a santtariwm, but its salubrity appears to have 
been overrated, although protected upon the interior 
by - of the Alps. Maritime, it is subject to injurious 
winds, 

Before the city, spreads the “ blue Mediterranean,” 
whuse music ever constitutes an attraction and whose 
winds are grateful and refreshing during a large por- 
tion of the year. From its topography, the inference 
is immediately drawn that its climate is especially suit- 
able to those suffering pulmonary affections; but, upon 
reference to facts, such a conclusion is seen to be 
founded upon ferror. The mortuary reports show 
that nearly fifteen per cent. of the deaths of the 
Nisands to be from phthisis. During the winter and 
spring, cold and irritating east and north east winds 
frequently prevail, and are exceedingly severe upon 
consumptives. Ever among the comparatively healthy 
they excite certain forms of disease, and probably, in 
the following manner. Certain articles, lactic acid, 
lactates of ammonia and soda, which are the result of 
decay of textures, are naturally excreted by the 
emunctories of the skin, but the penetrative north east 
winds suppress cutaneous perspiration, and throw 
back into the system these effete principles, thus ex- 
citing rheumatism, boils, etc. The reason adduced for 
the peculiar irritating quality of these winds is that 
they largely abound in ozone. This agent, the re- 
sult of electrical action, etc., although neutralizing the 
mephitic gases, is yet withal capable of serious harm. 
The south west wind, or “sirocco,” is injurious in 
Italy, because it there possesses debilitating character- 
istics, producing relaxation of the vascular fibre, and 
impairing respiration and secretion. But, by the time 
it has crossed the Mediterranean to Nice, it has been 
robbed in great measure of its deleterious power and 
becomes 2 oodles and agreeable. During the greater 
part of the year the air is dry and vivifying. Its in- 
vigorating effects is due to its purity. Containing 
more oxygen than moist air, explains away its easy 
diffusion in the lungs with consequent results. 

The “ mistral” is a violent north west wind and may 
continue for a week at a time. Under its influence 
patients become depressed and irritable, sometimes 
even melancholic. Because of this blighting scourge, 
a residence at Nice is positively injurious to those re- 
quiring a constantly calm atmosphere, 

For nervous affections the climate is not suitable. It 
is not sedative, which is necessary to benefit a patient 
suffering almost any form of the neuroses. For the 
same reason irritations of the alimentary canal are not 
permanently benefitted. The mean annual temperate 
is 60 deg. F.—summer, 70 deg. F., winter, 46 deg. F. 
At mid-day during winter the heat of the sun is op- 
pressive, and the change from it to the coolness of the 
shade is remarkable. The sudden transition from sun- 
shine to shade is injurious to susceptible individuals. 
Phthisical invalids have derived benefit from a 
residence at Nice, but only because of extreme watch- 
fulness and care. Excepting during the prevalence of 
irritating winds much good may accrue to the con- 
sumptive patient from outdoor exercise between 11 
o’clock A M. and 3 o’clock P.M.; but in the early morn- 
ing and towards the latter part of the day, the earth is 
chilled, and then unpleasant sensations are experienced 
as well’as positive harm, if the valetudinarian leaves 
his comfortable chamber. During the continuance of 
the north east wind, patients suffering pectoral aftec- 
tiens become irritable and despondent ; there is an ex- 
acerbation of all the chest symptoms, and hemoptysis 
is frequently induced. 

Choice of climate for a consumptive depends upon 
his temperament and state of disease. The sanguinary 
and nervous require a moist atmosphere, and its seda- 
tive action counteracts the disposition to heniorrhage. 

A dry air is adapted to. patients of a scrofulous or 


lymphatic constitution, in whom the circulation is Jan- | 60. 


guid. It is of the latter diathesis that occasionally do 
well at Nice. The annual rainfall of Nice is about 26 
inches, and if it be deemed necessary for a phthisical 
patient to winter there, he should not prior to 
December, as the wet season is October and November. 





Choice of residence in Nice is of importance. The 
safest if'not the most le'is under the protection 
of the hills and facing South, but even then the cover 
is not complete, as the many openings in the moun- 
tains permit cold and biting winds to descend. It is 
absolutely necessary to wear flannel, otherwise the sud- 
den changes in temperature, will arrest the secretion of 
the skin and induce disease. 

Thus it appears that pulmonary invalids would do 
better elsewhere, perhaps at Malaga, notwithstanding 
the encomiums the place has received from high 
authority ; yet for affections other than pulmonary or 
nervous it takes high rank. The climate is well suited 
to uterine diseases attended by loss of constitutional 
vigor. Rheumatism, gout, and other diseases arising 
from defective secretion sometimes do well. Moist air 
assists septic changes and is usually charged with 
noxious gases; but as these conditions are absent, 
generally, at Nice, scrofulous subjects and delicate 
children are benefitted. To obtain the fullest benefit 
of a hibernation at Nice, the “ season” should extend 
from December ist to May ist. 








THE MARINE CORPS. 


THE subjoined interesting facts are given in a letter 
written to the Philadelphia Press by one of the officers 
of the Marine Corps : 


The army consists of 2,253 officers, and 30,000 en- 
listed men. 

There are eighteen general officers, and 452 officers 
of the rank of coloaat lieutenant colonel, and major. 
There is one general officer to every 1,666 men. There 
is one officer of the rank of field officer to every 66 1-3 
men, and there is one officer to every 13 1-3 men. 

Now for the cost : 

The amount appropriated for the army is $28,500,- 
000, which, divided by the army (32,253), makes the 
cost, practically, of each officer and man $876; but as 
General Sherman justly says, only about $18,500,000 of 
this is really for the army, which reduces the cost to 
about $570 per man. 

The navy consists vf 1,505 officers and 8,000 men. 
There are 40 line officers, and 4 staff officers, ranking 
with a general officer of the army, or 1 general officer 
to every 181 men. 

They are, all told, 581 officers of the rank of field 
officers, or 1 to every 14 men, and there is one officer 
tu every 5 1-3 men. 

The naval appropriation bill is $16,500,000, which 
practically makes each officer and man cost $1,736; 
but, of course, as General Sherman says about the 
army, there is a great part of this money expended for 
rebuilding ships, repairing them, etc., and in the ab- 
sence of the bill I put the cost of each officer and man 
the same as the army, $570. 

The Marine Corps consists by law of 93 officers and 
2,500 men, and costs about $1,200,000. 


Men. 
There is one brigadier general commanding...... 2,500 
There is one officer ranking with a field officer 
Of the army 10 CVCTY. .. ..ccrccrecccccceescos 277 


And there is one officer to every iy rape er .. 27 
Each officer and man costs $463, or about 25 per 
cent. less than a soldier of the army. 


RECAPITULATION. 


In the army we have a general officer to...... 1,666 
And in the navy one to eVery.......-. 2. eee eee 181 
In the army we have a field officer to.... ....... 6634 


And in the navy one to every... 2.2... ee ee cee 14 
In the army one officer to every...... Onne* 40s si 181g 
And in the navy one officer to every............. 544 
In the marine corps one general commanding. .2,500 
One field officer to every...........cce05 ceeees 227 
And an officer to every... ......ceeeceeeecesees coord * 


These calculations are exclusive of cadets, midship- 
men, and all retired officers. Consequently the figures 
show that a marine costs 25 per cent. less than a soldier. 

That the corps has less officers than either the army 
ot navy proportionately, and is really about sixteen 
officers short of the army complement. 

The marines constitute more than a fourth of the 
effective fighting navy—guarding our naval stations and 
ships, having charge of all prisoners, enforcing all dis- 
cipline, guarding stores, lights, fires, etc. 

At sea they keep wateh and watch with the sailors 
on deck. They never go aloft, neither do three-fourths 
of the ship’s company, but assist in all work on deck, 
and from the watch on deck some three to five senti- 
nels are posted below for security. 

In port, when a ship is usually three-fourths of the 
time in a cruise, the marines. clean their own part of 
the ship; clean their accoutrements; do all the r own 
cooking and washing; pump all the water for wash- 
ing ship ; assist in all drills of sails, fire quarters, étc., 
and drill with small arms and at the great gune re- 

ularly, beside standing their military posts, which, 
rom the exigencies of the service and the small com- 
plement of men allowed our ships, keep them in a run- 
ning guard of about four reliefs, and often only three 
reliefs night and day for the cruise, while about a 
dozen sailors only are required on deck, the rest “ sleep- 
ing in” from tattoo till reveille. 
you perceive that at sea marines are watch and 
watch with’ the sailors, sharing their hardest duties, 
while in port they are kept constantly on guard duty, 
in about four reliefs, Is this doing nothing for, the 
public service ? . 

In the English navy there are some eighteen thou- 
sand marines, including five thousand artillery marines 
An English frigate carries 125 marines, and ours only 


The fact is,in these days of iron clads and steam 
vessels, sailors are not half as important as when ves- 
sels fought under canvas. The first considerations of 
a fighting navy now are fast, powerful iron-clad ships, 
carrying heavy, p2netrating batteries, with good artil- 


cree de LSC ames 
anything else—wholly without d or ex- 
-perience of any kind, as a rule, phanee this @ ent 


lerymen ; and what is wanted in the navy is not to 
decrease thé marines, but ‘to :it ‘usefu 
and to change 4ie who tute so large a 


into a marine artillery system like 


them on ships and in some of our ; 


train, educate, and elevate as far as e@ the 
material of the navy, as suggested by Captain Luce in 
an admirable article published in the Army anp Navy 


JOURNAL, and the efficiency and discipline of the navy 
will be doubled. : 


The writer then quotes the opinions of Admirals 
Farragut and Porter, and Rear Admirals Stewart and 
Paulding, as to the necessity to the navy of the Marine 
Corps. 








Somer experiments in artillery practice have recently 
been made at Tarbes, France, in presence of Generals 
Grimaud and de Rochebouet, president of the Com- 
mitiee on Arti rkeim, member of the 
same committee. e object of the experiments was 
to determine whether the new piece of 7, just com- 
pleted by Lieutenant-Colonel de Reffye, director of the 
foundry of Tarbes, was superior in precision and range 
to the piece of the same calibre which was.so success- 
fully tried last September upon the teau of Gers. 
The experiments, as we learn from a French account 
for which we are indebted to General Hancock, were 
—— successful, and France, we are informed, at 

t possesses a field piece which will advantageously 
bear comparison with those belonging to any of the 
other great powers. The new piece does not differ in 
appearance from the one tried in September, being the 
same in calibre, length, and in the diameter of chamber, 
viz.: 85 millimetres. The difference between the two 
pieces consists in a modification of the system of 
closing the breech, and principally in the rifling. Tak- 
ing into account the difference in range of the old and 
new pieces, it was found that the advantage is 
altogether with the new piece of 7; The report of 
these experiments to be presented to the minister will 
be a very favorable one, 


In addition to detachments of Royal Marine Light 
Infantry and Marine Artillery, the British Force 
engaged in the war against the Ashantees, by the 
the latest returns, consisted of the Second battalion 
Twenty-third Royal Welsh Fusileers, the . Forty- 
second Royal Highlanders, Second battalion Rifle 
Brigade, First and, Second. West Indian regiments, 
First Battery Seventeenth Brigede Royal Artillery, 
and Twenty-eighth Company Royal Engineers. To 
these may be added the blue jackets from the follow- 
ing ships on the station, viz.: Active, 10 guns, iron 
screw corvette; Amethyst, 14 guns, wooden screw cur- 
vette; Avgus, 5 guns, wooden. paddle-wheel sloop ; 
Barracouta, 6 guns, wooden padcle-wheel sloop; Dit- 
tern, 8 guns, double screw gun vessel ; Coquette, 4 guns 
screw composite gun vessel; Decoy, 4 guns, screw 
composite gun vessel; Druid, 10 , screw corvette ; 
Dromedary, 1 gun, screw store sloop ; Merlin, 4 guns, 
screw composite n-boat ; snake, 17 guus, 
screw corvette, and Victor Hmanuel, hospital ship. 
The officer in command of the ships on the station, 
Captain W. N. W. Hewett, V. C., whose broad pen- 
dant is hoisted on board the Actéve, gained for himself 
some distinction during the Crimean War, and was 
conferred the honor of the Victoria Cross for bravery 
on the field on two occasions, the first in the trenches 
before Sebastopol on the 26th of October, 1854, and 


LA again on the 5th of November, in the same year, at 


the battle of Inkerman. He is an officer well known 
in this country, having been in command of a small 
seven gun sloop during the late war. 


EnGLisH journals contain reports of another trial of 
Major Moncrieft’s 64-pounder hydro-pneumatic gun 
carriage. The experiment was wer nee bs order to 
test the working of certain alterations that had been 
made in the fittings, chiefly in dimensions of passages, 
and in the substitution of a strong steel spring for the 
india-rubber one formerly used on the “ by-pass” valve. 
The opportunity: was on. tory the action of a 
mixture of glycerine and water. in the prpartion of 
one part of the former. to two. of. the latter in the 
cylinder. This liquid has the advantage of not being 
liable to freeze. 1t has been long used in certain cases 
at the Royal Observatory at Greenwich, for the 
medium in which the lever-blades or ped es. of the 
governors of the chronograph dip. It has, after some 
experiments, been recommen by the War-office 
chemist for trial on this and other hydraulic machinery. 
Four rounds. were fired, Se yee f£ cylinder 
and a charge of 12lb..of R. L. G. powder being em- 
ployed in each case. The trial was completely suc- 
cessful. No injury appeared to be caused to any 
of the gear by the firing. The recoil was complete 
and well under con and no trouble arose from any 
cause. After the,fo round the gun was allowed to 
rise, and was drawn down to the loading position by a 
rope and windlass in one minute and-a- 
trouble ; the object being to test the working should a 
reduced charge be used incapable of causing the gun 
to recoil into the loading position, the Sib. charge 
being, we believe, the minimum one that will bring 
down the gun. The vertical descent from firing to 
loading position is three feet three inches. The entire 

n carriage, including hydro-pneumatic gear, is a 
ittle less than six tons. If the cylinder were made of 
wrought iron it is voor tee that it — weigh about 
544 tons. This weight is very great for & siege car- 

fage, but it is to be observed that no platform is 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A SunscniBER or '67.—When an admiral goes on board his flag- 
ship to assume command, he is received by all the officers of the 
vessel in full uniform; the crew, in mustering clothes, are ar- 
ranged on the side opposite to that on which he enters; the full 
marine guard are paraded. He is met at the gangway by the 
commanding officer, and such other officers as he may select; the 
officers and men uncover their heads, the guard present arms, 
the drums give four ruffles, and the band playa march. When 
his flag is hoisted, it is saluted with seventeen guns. When on 
a visit of inspection to any vessel of his fleet the same ceremo- 
nies are observed. The salute is fired immediately after he ar- 
rives on board. A commodore on first going on board the vessel 
which is to carry his broad pennant is received in the same man- 
ner as an admiral, except that the drummers give two ruffies; six 
side boys attend the side, and the salute is eleven guns. On a 
visit of inspection the same ceremonies are observed. The U. 8, 
steamer Florida was built at the Brooklyn Navy-yard in 1864, 
Her steam machinery was furnished by the Novelty Works, New 
York. The U. 8. steamer Tennessee was built at the Brooklyn 
Navy-yard in 1865. 

D.—The act of May 15, 1872, section 2, says that the retained 
back pay “ shall not be paid to a soldier until his discharge from 
the service, and shall be forfelted unless he shall have served 
honestly and faithfully to the date of discharge.” The Presi- 
dent's order of October 10 offer a pardon to all deserters who sur- 
rendered themselves before January 1, 1874, on condition that 
they make good the time lost by desertion and forfeit all pay and 
allowances due at the date of desertion. This order of the Pres- 
ident seems as explicit as language can make it. It is doubtful 
if a pardon, without the conditions annexed in that order, would 
restore the retained back pay forfeited by not serving honestly 
and faithfully. We are inclined to the opinion that it would not, 
as the pay act is so specific, although the President could remit 
the prospective punishment for the offence. We base this on the 
ground that the moment the soldier deserted his retained pay 
reverted to the United States, and became payable for the sup- 
port of the soldier's home, the same as executed sentences of 
stoppages of pay against a soldier by sentence of court-martial- 
The President might pardon, but it would not restore the amount 
stopped. 

J. 8. Santo.—In March, 1861, the Army consisted of one major- 
general (lieutenant-general by brevet), four brigadier-generals 
and 16,000 other officers and men. The several arms of the ser- 
vice were: One corps of engineers, one corps of topographical 
engineers, one ordnance corps, two regiments of dragoons, two 
regiments of cavalry, one regiment of mounted riflemen, four 
regiments of artillery, and ten regiments of infantry. 

T. W. Burter.—Paragraph 1,313 Navy Regulation, 1870, pro- 
vides that marines when not on guard, oron duty as sentinels, 
are to be subject to the ordersof the sea officers in the same 
manner as the seamen. In reference to the publication of your 
request we have to say that we are always so far presumptious as 
to use our own judgment in regard to what we publish, either 
as matter of news or as an advertisement. 

G. R. Estanroox.—The Congressman, or any one else of suffi- 
cient influence of your district, could assist you in having your 
claims placed before the President for an appointment to the 
Naval Academy. 

Enernzer, Boston, Mass.—An applieant for the position of 
second assistant engineer in the U. 8. Navy must address the 
Hon. Secretary of the Navy, stating his age, which must be 
between 20 and 2%; his geveral qualifications, character, etc., and 
the time in which he has been engaged in the shop, and in actual 
practice as an engineer ; asking permission to appear before a 
board to be examined for the position. He must write a legible 
hand, be well acquainted with arithmetic, rudementary mechan- 
ics, mensuration, and have a fair knowledge of the chemistry of 
combustion and corrosion. He must be able to make a working 
drawing of any part of machinery, a specimen of which he will 
be required to furnish to the board. He must be able to explain 
the kinds and uses of the different forms of valves and valve gear, 
and the modes of using steam expansively; also to describe the 
operation of the various pumps in connection with the engines, 
the causes of derangement, and the proper remedy therefor; the 
peculiarities of the different kinds of surface condensers, the 
construction of and mode of applying the indicator, and the 
necessary calculations connected therewith, and the different 
forms of the various steam and vacaum gauges, and the causes 
of theirderangment. He must be able to describe the various 
kinds of marine boilers commonly used, and the attachments 
thereto, with their uses and the reasons therefor ; and the chem- 
istry of boiler scale, with the means of preventing and the mode 
of removing it, besides being well acquainted with the building 
and repairing of steam machinery. 
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HARBOR DEFENCE. 


| ipa letter of Major Henry L. Assort, on the tor- 

pedo question, is a communication which we glad- 
ly publish, both because it gives us the views of an 
officer whose standing in the Engineer Corps is justly 
very high, and also because it suggests a phase of the sub- 
ject which we have ourselves, for a long*time, intended 
to present. It is in brief this, which branch of the ser- 
vice is to have command of the defences of our har 
bors? Shall it be the Army or the Navy? Obviously, 
if this duty is to be divided between the two services, 
jealousies will a-:ise in case of actual war which may 
nullify the performances of both, or at least greatly 
weaken the conduct of the defence. It would be easy 
to point to several instances during our late war, 
where a like conflict of authority resulted in impsiring 
the results achieved by both services. Take, for ex- 
ample, the quarrels and heartburning of the command- 
ders of the Army and Navy, respectively, during the 
operations in front of Charleston harbor. It is time 
therefore that the Navy should describe def nitely the 
sphere of operations in which it is its intention to use 
the various contrivances which have had their birth at 
the torpedo school at Newport. Are they to be used 
for harbor defence, or is it the design to use them 
against ships on the open sea? Are naval fights of 
the future to consist in putting a bag of power attached 
to a long pole under the enemy’s bottom, and blowing 
him out of the water, provided you don’t happen to be 
blown up first; or in blowing him up by towing a 
* Harvey torpedo” against his stern? It would seem 
that with so many methods of attack—with powder on 
the end of a spar, ramming, and the old-fashioned way 
of using guns—there would be a good deal of confusion. 
The commander will. have it in his power to attempt 
so meny things that unity of purpose, so essential to 
success, will be next to impossible. We judge from 
Major Ansor’s letter that he thinks the defence of our 
harbors should be placed wholly in the hands of the 
Army. We are not prepared just now to deny this. 
His mode of defence is, in general terms, guns mounted 
in fortifications, “chained monsters,” as one of our 
most distinguished Engineer officers once observed, 
“harmless beyond the reach of their manacles,” and 
torpedoes, which consist of vessels containing the ex- 
plosive, anchored about in various places in the chan- 
nel, and fired by electricity or otherwise, when the 
enemy places himself over them. He has no word to 
say for floating defences of any kind. Now the 
experience of the last twenty years has shown 
that fortifications are not to be relied on to pre- 
vent the passage of a fleet of modern war vessels 
through an unobstructed channel. How does Major 
Abbot propose to obstruct the channel? Simply by 
anchoring pots with gunpowder or dynamite in them, 
to be exploded, as we have already said, when the enemy 
is over them. After the first few rounds from the 
great guns, will not the smoke seriously interfere 
with the trigonometrical observations necessary to 
show whez the enemy is in position to be blown up ? 
On the effect of the heavy guns on recent iron-clads, 
it surely will not be prudent to base too high ex- 
pectations. The modern iron-clads‘will stand a great 
deal of hammering, and, moreover, their purpose will 
be to rush by the forts, and the chances are that not 
one-twentieth of the shot fired will ever strike them. 
The foits which Farracut passed at New Orleans 
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iron-clads. Mobile Bay, too, bristled with anchored 
torpedoes, yet FarracuT ran through them with the 
loss of but one vessel 

We think enough has been said to carry the con- 
viction that for harbor defence, a few moveable tor- 
pedoes which can be controlled and directed with pre- 
cision against the submerged and unarmed sides of the 
foe, are worth scores of submarine mines anchored 
about a harbor and its approaches. As the Navy, ac- 
cording to the views of Major Ansor, should leave 
the matter of harbor defence in the hands of the Armys 
itis important to: know what plan of defence is to be 
relied upon. Apparently the submarine mines, and 
fortifications whose'guns command the field over which 
these mines are placed, is that plan in whole. We re- 
serve for a future occasion a discussion of the many 
serious objections that have been made against the use 
of submarine mines for this purpose; it is a subject 
that has been very thoroughly examined in Europe, 


and we believe that the anticipated powers of this 
system will be seen to be very much over-estimated, 


the more it is scrutinized. In short, Major Assor pins 
his faith on the European system —for the system of 
submarine mines may be so called—so far as regards 
its general principles. Details may be varied, at what 
may or may not be improvements, but by his silence 
respecting the advantages of moveable submarine 
engines of destruction, we are compelled to say that 
his views are far behind the requirements of the times. 
The matter of harbor defence in this country is in a 
very nebulous state. It has not yet taken the form of 
a definite system, unless Major Ansor’s implied method 
may be so regarded. The vital question touching the 
respective ficlds of the Army and Navy is not deter- 
mined. The Army seems to have concluded, that it 
does not want the assistance of the Navy—but on the 
other hand, our iron-clad Navy is chiefly valuable for 
defence, and the operation of the torpedo factory at 
Newport indicate that the Navy expects to havea 
hand in the defence of our harbors. We only hope 
that this matter may be definitely settled before a 
fleet of hostile iron-clads appears off Sandy Hook. 








SOUTHERN RESENTMENT. 


A CELEBRATION took place, last week, in Savannah, 
on the anniversary of the birthday of the late Robert 
E. Lee, general of the Confederate Army, whom some 
of the newspapers of that city describe, in this connec- 
tion, in language to which we shall not take exception, 
because it expresses a not unnatural reverence, as “ the 
honored chieftain of the Southern Cause; the great 
hero and Christian of modern times, the loved and 
lamented Southern leader.” The demonstration con- 
sisted of a parade in honor of the day by the white 
National Guard of that city, composed of several regi- 
ments handsomely uniformed in grey, and officered by 
officers of the late rebel army. The “ Brigade,” as it 
is called, was, according to arrangements, duly reviewed 
at the park bya citizen of Savannah not in official 
station—Joseph E. Johnson, once a general of the 
rebel army, and an officer deservedly in high re- 
pute with his associates for genuine military ability. 
No national flag, as we are informed, was to be seen 
in the Brigade, such as is borne by the organized 
colored militia when parading ; but a rebel battle flag, 
which had been presented to the 54th Georgia Infantry 
Regiment, and carried by that regiment during the 
war, was proudly borne by one of the survivors, who, 
when the Brigade arrived at the park, was statione:l at 
the point designated for the column to pass in review. 

Now we have no word of objection to offer against 
any body of citizens decently commemorating in a 
private way the loss of any friend, er any person whom 
they regard as a public benefactor. If the commem- 
orative services should assume somewhat of a political 
character, with reference to either of the great political 
parties existing in the country, we should have nothing 
to say, because this journal is not a political one. The 
celebration at Savannah was, however, different from 
these. 

The organized regiments of white militia in 
Savannah comprise, it is estimated, upwards of 
two thousand men, whose diiscpline, appear- 
ance, and effectiveness are fully as good as that of 
the majority of the regiments of the National 
Guard in New York City. Last year when 
these Georgia regiments made a parade similar to 
the one described, we concluded not to mention it, 
believing that the Governor or Adjutant General of 
that State would surely animadvert upon and prevent 
its recurrence, by argument and action against which 
no right minded man, whatever his political position, 
would assume to inveigh. No such course appears to 
have been pursued, but rather encouragement was 
extended. 
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These regiments paraded, under orders, a8 oficial, 
recognized bodies of the State politic—uniformed ac- 
cording to Georgia law, and armed and equipped with 
the latest and most improved ;Springfield breech load- 
ing, rifle-muskets and accoutrements, furnished by 
the United States. Ordnance Department, under the 
general Act of Congress of 1808, as part of the quota 
of the State of Georgia, “by and on account of the 
United States.” Their parade was not a private com- 
memoration, but a public celebration to honor a former 
military Jeader, who had brilliantly served in an or- 
ganized attempt to break up the national union. 


Congress has, in the language of the statutes of 1792, 
1795, and 1808, endeavored “more effectually to pro- 
vide for the national defence by establishing an 
uniform militia throughout the United States,” and by 
furnishing them “ arms and military equipments with 
which to execute the laws of the Union, suppress in- 
surrection, and repel invasion ;” but it may reasonably 
be questioned whether a body of militia, inspired by 
the feelings which seem to have controlled the 
Brigade at Savannah, would not prove of little 
reliance if. called, from necessity, into the service of 
the United States by the President, for one of these 
national objects. 

Certainly, if there was no other ground for such 
questioning, the alleged scrupulous care which was 
taken to avoid displaying the national flag afforded 
some, and, indeed, strong occasion for it. As an 
organised body of the militia of one of the component 
States of the federal Union, both good taste and 
invariable usage required the parading troops to display 
the national banner. Their not doing so, but giving, 
instead, prominence to a Confederate banner, of no 
account except as a reminiscence of a cause over- 
thrown, suggests the continued existence of a feeling 
of resentment against our nationality, the exhibition 
of which does the brigade no honor, and is not credit- 
able to them as men of good sense. It could not be 
expected that so terrible a conflict as that through 
which we passed would leave no wounds to senti- 
ment. It did leave them, many and sore, and only 
the long lapse of years will effectually heal hurts of 
such sort. But the seizing on the occasion of the 
anniversary of the birth of the great Confederate 
military leader to make a futile display of them would, 
we feel confident, have been as ungrateful to him, if 
living, as it was ill-advised and unpatriotic in the 
actual event. Neither North nor South, it may 
fairly be said, have any cause to look back with shame 
or humiliation at their conduct on the bloody fields of 
our desperate struggle, and so wise men on both sides 
are united in thinking. Great questions of national 
policy were submitted to the tribunal of war, and they 
were only decided against the South after a conflict in 
which they won the respect not of their 
oppohents only, but also of all the world. 
Once, however, having accepted the issue, wisdom 
and good faith both require that they should accept 
the conclusion also; and even if the old wounds have 
not yet altogether cicatrized, still their pride and judg- 
ment should prevent the defenders of the Confederacy 
from exposing their sores simply for the luxury of 
resentment. This we think we can say without fear 
of being accused of sectional prejudice, for our readers 
are aware that we have done our best to heal the wounds 
of the civil war, and to gather for the benefit of the 
whole re-united country, the fruits of the military ex- 
perience both North and South. We feel as much 
interest in the militia of Georgia as in that of New 
York, and gladly accord it the high praise for discipline 
and efficiency which is its due; but weare not prepared 
to make the Savannah Brigade, either as men or 
soldiers, any allowance for their studied disrespect to 
the flag of their country, and incidental display of 
sentiments which defeat the object for which the 
militia was organized. 

We are sorry to see other indications in the South of 
a resentful feeling, which must bring harm chiefly to 
those who share the unfortunate sentiment. The 
recent positive refusal of the Kentucky Senate by a 
two-thirds vote, to pass a resolution from the Lower 
House providing for the daily display of the “ National 
flag” from the dome of the Capitol at Frankfort, during 
the present Legislative session, and the recent 
persistent efforts of a Virginia Senator in Congress, 
who surrendered at Appomatox Court House as a Con- 
federate general officer, to have largely reduced the 
salaries of the offices of general, and lieutenant 
and major-general in the Army, and of admiral 
vice and rear-admiral in the Navy, on the plea 
of economy, these offices (except one major-generalcy) 
having been revived by Congress to honor officers of 
distinction in the late war,—these and like acts suggest 
the inquiry ag to what are the present capabilities of 


this hostile element to injure or impede the national 
progress. 


Tue House Military Cothmittee is giv the pro- 
posed reduction of the Army such careful attention, 
and is gathering such an array of testimony against its 
propriety, as to encourage the hope that the Committee 
will not lend its sanction to the project. The evidence 
of the officers who have appeared before the Com- 
mittee is unanimous against reduction, especially any 
reduction of the line. Their arguments are supported 
by facts drawn from actual experience in command of 
troops since the war, and we have failed to see or hear 
a single attempt to dispute them which is deserving of 
consideration. This testimony will be printed when 
the Committee has concluded its investigation, and 
will form a body of information concerning our mili- 
tary service which will be of great value in 
enabling Congressmen and civilians generally to arrive 
at correct conclusions in many matters relating to the 
Army. If our legislators are kept thus fully informed, 
and will generally, like the House Military Committee, 
give the question of our military necessities patient 
attention, we shall have no fear of the Army’s suffer- 
ing from Congressional injustice. 











Amone the orders recently issued by the Navy De- 
partment is one withdrawing the U. 8. ship Portsmouth 
from the special surveying service in the Pacific in 
which she is engaged, and sending her to San Francisco 
to be fitted as a regular cruiser. This is supposed to be 
in anticipation of the action of Congress reducing the 
naval appropriations to such an extent that only vessels 
for legitimate cruising service can be kept in com- 
mission. This is to be regretted, as within the past 
year much useful and valuable information, both to 
navigation and science, has been obtained through 
these surveys, conducted under the auspices of the 
Navy Departmext. The Secretary of the Navy, in his 
recent annual report, refers to the benefit which our 
commerce and merchant marine are deriving from the 
work of the vessels engaged in special service on the 
Pacific coast, among the dangers lying in the track to 
China, and in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Vessels to be well equipped and prepared in every 
respect for any emergency, are not adapted for survey- 
ing purposes. To engage in the latter involves changes 
in battery and in general outfit. Unless, therefore, 
appropriations are sufficient to admit of the detail of 
vessels for special surveying service, but little advance- 
ment can be made in that direction. It does pot seem 
to be true wisdom or economy thus to retrench, to the 
injury of commerce and science. 








L1izUTENANT GENERAL SHERIDAN has been called before 
the House Committee on Military Affairs, and; in the 
course of a two hvurs’ consultation, gave his views in 
regard to the policy and feasibility of a reduction of the 
army. He gave the extent of his command—the Divi- 
sion of the Missouri, extending from the eastern boun- 
dary of Illinois to the eastern lines of California, Nevada 
and Arizona, and from British Columbia to the Gulf of 
Mexico—and stated that the aggregate military force in 
that vast area, containing nearly all the hostile Indians 
of the Continent, was about 16,000 men. He considered 
that force quite sufficient for the purpose, although the 
troops were worked harder than any other troops in the 
world; but he believed that t« reduce it would be to 
imperil the peace of the frontier settlements. As it was 
ho was frequently compelled to refuse applications for 
the establishment of new military posts, partly because 
the force at his disposal is so small and partly because 
of there being no provision made to meet the expense 
of erecting barracks and quarters for the troops. He 
deprecates the frequent legislation of Congress in regard 
o the army, stating that its effect has been extremely 
demoralizing to officers and men, and thinks that in 
proportion as the country is expanding the necessity for 
a body of neutral men like the army that will obey 
orders will become more and more apparent. He illus- 
trated this view by referring to the apprehensions of 
recent troubles in Chicago, when the property owners 
were anxious to find out how long it would take him to 
get troops there. In regard to Indian matters he 
recognizes the policy of the reservation system; but 
thinks that one effect will be to diminish the number of 
Indians, the first process being the dying out of the In- 
dians on the reservations, chiefly from consumption, 
superinduced by homesickness. The remnant that will 
be left after the dying out process will, he thinks, take 
to agriculture and get mixed up with white blood, as in 
the case of the Cherokees and other semi-civilized tribes 
in the Indian Territory, and thus be gradually elimi- 
nated. He ridicules the idea of influencing the Indian 





by moral suasion, and thinks that the present peace 
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policy of thergovernment can be most efficiently and 
cheaply administered by the War Department. Major 
General McDowell has also been®before the Committee 
and added his testimony to that of other officers expe- 
rienced to show the folly of attempting to reduce the 
Army. 








Tue President has appointed the following as cadets 
from the United States at large to the Military Academy 
at West Point:—Walter Stone Alexander, a son of 
Lieutenant Colonel B. 8. Alexander, of the Corps of 
Engineers; J. Walker Benet, son of Colonel 8. V.” 
Benet, of the Ordnance corps; James B. Rawlins, son 
of General Rawlins, late Secretary of War; Charles J. 
Messmore, son of Colonel J. E. Messmore, of the volun- 
teer army; William E. Almy, son of Commodore Almy 
United States Navy; Frederick L. Foltz, of Pennsyl- 
vania, son of ex-Surgeon General Foltz, United States 
Navy; George OC. Strong, of Massachusetts, brother of 
General Strong, of the volunteer army, who was killed 
in battle; William Eaglish, son of Lieutenant Colonel 
T. C. English, of the Second infantry; John Greene 
Lugenbeel, son of Colonel Pinckney Lugenbeel, United 
States Army, and Lawrence J. Hearn, son of a former 
sergeant of the Fifth United States infantry, as first and 
second alternates, to supply {the} place of any of the 
above appointeesswho may fail. 








A Wasuineton despatch to the New York Times 
states: ‘“*The House Military Committee gave an 
audience to Gen. Myer, Chief Signal Officer, who ex- 
plained the nature of the operations of his office, with 
especial reference to its relation to the agricultura) 
interests of the country, There has for some time 
existed considerable jealousy between the officers of the 
Engineer Corps and the officers of the signal service, 
the former maintaining that the latter are seeking to 
elevate themselves to the dignity of an independent 
corps, contrary to the meaning of the original law, and 
it has been maintained that the signal service could be 
conducted with the same efficiency and less expense by 
the officers of the regular army in the Engineer Corps: 
The signal service is, however, so popular in all sec- 
tions of the country that it seems improbable that avy 
reduction in its present force will be. made.” 








Influential friends of General Porter, a despatch 
from Washington informs us, having been unable thus 
far to obtain the consent of the President to appoint a 
court of inquiry to review the facts as now presented, 
have decided to publish several importantjand interes:- 
ing documents bearing on General Porter's case with a 
view to calling public attention anew to the alleged 
wrong done him. Among the documents are decisive 
expressions of opinion in favor of General Porter from 
many distinguished Army officers, that of General 
George H. Thomas being, it is stated, unqualifiedly in 
General Porter's behalf. Among the opinions of pro- 
minent civil officers and statesmen is aletter from Mont- 
gomery Blair, who was a member of President Lincoln’s 
Cabinet at the time of Porter’s condemnation. It says: 


Undoubtedly you are eatitled to a hearing by the 
President. You are under a sentence of disqualification 
which is still in force. and course of execution. If it 
were an executed seuxtence he might say it is final in 
law and rid himself of it in that way; but as the case is, 
I conceive it to be his clear duty, on an application to 
the pardoning power, with show of probable cause, to 
look into it, and if he finds the sentence unjust to issue 
his pardon. Of course you do not want his pardon, and 
would refuse to accept it unless he puts it on the 
of your innocence; but your application does not lie 
only to the pardoning power. y precedents and a 
positive status indicate a more couples remedy in 
such a case of gross injustice. The President may re- 
store you with the consent of the Senate. Undoubtedly 
it is his duty if public justice requires it. It is nota 
mere matter of Executive favor. I do not see how he 
can refuse to declare his judgment of your entire in- 
nocence if he will examine the new evidence, It is 
evidence from the side of the enemy which youcould not 
procure during the war. It refutes utterly the conjec- 
tural fin of the court-martial. You are as much 
entitled to this evidence as Bazaine was to the testimony 
of the German princes and generals, I do not say that 
this new evidence is to your vindication, I be- 
lieve with Judge Curtis and Mr. poms | Johnson and 
Mr. Daniel Lord, that you are enti to a full and 
honorable acquittal on the evidence at the trial; but 
the new evidence leaves no peg to hang 2 doubt upon. 
You will, when you get an honest hearing, have the 
trial set aside as null and void. The artifice of making 
a staff officer sign the charges in lieu of the military 
commander to evade the law, which only allows a court 
to be appointed and detailed by the President in such a 
case as yours, is a fetch and contrivance of no validity 
in law. The Court detailed by General Halleck for 
Mr. Stanton was in law no court, and there has’ been 


no trial, and there is no legal verdict or sentence against 
you. But this is not what want. You want the 
truth Lrought out and You want an in- 


vestigation on the merits of the evidence. That 
will get it one day I have not the least doubt, 





justice will yet come to your rescue. 
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TORPEDOES FOR HARBOR DEFENCE. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sim: Several recent articles in your journal have 
made it appareat that our present system for harbor 
defence—and especially the part which torpedoes play 
in it—is very little understood. The progress of the 
art of war has changed the conditions of the problem 
‘in two essential particulars within the Jast few years. 
ist, the screw nr has given the enemy increased 
speed, and made him independent of the wind for an 
attack; and 2nd, iron armor has enabled some of his 
ships to endure for a time the fire of any but our largest 
ee Moreover, as has always been the cese, our 

avy cannot be counted upon to assist in harbor de- 
fence, in any except perhaps two or three of our largest 
ports. To hope it, would be to ignore history, and to 
assume impending defeat at the outset. The Navy is 
essentially a brilliant and offensive arm; and, accord- 
ing to all true principles of strategy, must be massed 
te strike destructive blows, or be spread over the ocean 
to ruin the enemy’s commerce and protect our own. 
Our gallant sailors will hardly thank your correspon- 
dents for reducing them to the condition of dismounted 
cavalry, and condemning them to be scattered through 
our harbors planting torpedoes without proper positions 
for their apparatus, and idly waiting the pleasure of 
the enemy to attack them; when, at enormous cost, 
they have been provided with the means of locomo- 
tion, and never of playing & laore conspicuous t. 
The problem then practically resolves itself into: how 
can the land forces keep the enemy out of our harbors ? 

In answering it, we are met with the first popular 
error. “ Our forts are all of masonry, and unfit to resist 
an iron clad fleet,” etc., etc. To a certain extent, this 
was true in 1861, when the Monitor won her laurels in 
Hampton Roads; but busy years have passed since 
that day, and changes have been quietly made. It is 
true that the new system is not yet complete, but, in 
entering any of our most important harbors, you will 
now see earthen batteries, planned for our largest 
guns, and well —. with traverses and service 
magazines, so placed as to overwhelm an enemy 
ws deliberately to batter their older masonry 
neighbors. It must be.admitted that you will not see 
as many of the guns as are needed; but you will see 
enough to render it a very difficult matter, from what 
it was in 1861, to silence the fire of the smaller case- 
mate guns—which, be it remembered, are as effective 
as ever against the walls of oak for which they were 
designed, and which still constitute the bulk of the 
navies of the world. Moreover, the days of the “red 
legged infantry” are over; and at Fort Monroe you 
will see a flourishing artillery school, where officers 
and men are Seeconaey trained in the use of the 
modern guns, and—my life upon it—the sons of the 
men who fought at Fort McHenry will not disgrace 
their ancestors, even if called upon to fight in those 
old casemates, under cover of the new earthen barbette 
batteries, before we have time and money to properly 
plate them with iron. 





propriety and good 





But, it will be said, the enemy will sweep t 80 
rapidly that their valor will be of no avail. his is 
the second great popular error. The part of the twin 


arm of the service, the Engineers, here comes in to co- 
operate with their brothers of the Artillery. At Wil- 
let's Point, for years past, a torpedo school 
of the amy has been in operation, where 
Engineer officers and _ soldiers have been 
ed ia the application of torpedoes to 
harbor defence, and where considerable mate- 
‘rial is now in store. A system has been laboriously per- 
fected by constant experiments; which, at a moment’s 
notice, detachments of these drilled men can apply 
to our harbors; and by lines of electrical mines, com- 
monly called torpedoes, they can effectively block the 
channels t our forts, and thus not only oppose an 
immense obstacle to the peaage of the enemy, but also, 
by delaying him for hours under the close fire of the 
batteries, make each gun equal to a score in the times 
gone by. It has not been the policy to advertise this 
system of harbor defence; and the numerous articles 
in your journal and other newspapers, upon moveable 
torpedoes, have led the public to suppose that offen- 
sive torpedoes are the most gy orm of the new 
‘weapon at the mt time. For the Navy, no doubt 
this is true, and at the admirable school at Newport 
the officers have brought it to a state of great perfection 
for naval needs. For the defence of our harbors, how- 
ever, the Army sea mines are of far more importance— 
as may casily be shown. They may safely be trusted to 
give a most unexpected value to our forts, of which 
they form an essential feature, and from which they 
will be operated, incase of war. This fact is well un- 
derstood by the Government, although probably not 
= people generally, and last year Congress gave a 
1 lappropriation to begin to provide a supply of 
the new weapons. The Honorable Secretary of War 
has asked for another this year, and it is to be hoped 
that it may be granted, as giving probably a larger re- 
turn for the money invested than any other form of ex- 
penditure for sea coast defence. ith our harbors 
closed against attack by the Army, and with our Nav 
actively applying offensive ayy mag to the enemy’s 
fleets, we have no reason to fear disgrace in case of 
war, even with a maritime nation greatly our superior 
iniron-clad ships. To complete our earthen batteries, 
and equip them with m guns, and our new de- 
fensive torpedoes, is all that is necessary to make our 
harbors reasonably safe against attack—and in this 
way alone can it economically be done. 


commnu- 
is to allow the | of War that he lays particular stress on the subject of 


MUSIC BOYS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 
Sr: I perceive by the late report of the Secretary 


musicians for our companies throughout the service, 
and pronounces them an essential part of the military 
service. As Ihave had considerable experience with 
music boys, would make the following suggestions 
and remarks. 

In my opinion, boys should not be sent to the Gene- 
ral Depot, Governor’s Island, from rendezvous, for 
the purpose of learning music, except between the 
ages of ten and fifteen years, unless they have already 
a cultivated taste for music, or show a great aptitude 
for learning, because boys above the age of sixteen are 
not easily taught, and boys below the age of ten are 
too young, and very likely to be imposed upon by the 
older boys. 

To enable recruiting officers to judge of the ability 
of boys to learn music, a non-commissioned officer 
should be detailed from the company of music boys to 
visit the rendezvous at stated times, for the purpose of 
examining any boys as to their musical capacity who 
may have presented themselves for enlistment, or to 
be sent to the General Depot for trial. This would 
revent, in a great measure, boys who have no talent 
or music being sent to the depot, where they are de- 
tained for irregular periods, eating the government 
rations, and then very frequently are turned away for 
incapacity. The —— or corporal detailed for the 
duty indicated should be a skilled field musician, anda 
man of character and good ———. This course, it 
seems to me, would have a g effect, and would save 
the Government a deal of unnecessary expense, and 
would be the means of turning out musicians with 
more promptitude. 

The rules at the Depot, when the boys are vicious, 
should be very rigid, but the non-commissioned officers 
who have the immediate enforcement of them should 
be required to treat the boys gently and with due 
kindness. I have seen brutal conduct exhibited tu- 
ward these boys, such as giving them a fierce blow on 
the side of the head, and then kicking them because 
they did not happen tc move fast enough for the 
tyrannical non-com. But happily these things have 
been put down, and affairs are now running more in 
accordance with reason. But should this spirit here 
referred to ever again show itself, it should be put 
down with astern hand. The boys, of course, must be 
punished, in order to preserve a proper degree of dis- 
cipline, but the punishment should be of such a charac- 
ter as to suit the period in which we live. Flogging, 
of course, is prohibited by the regulations, but lon 
after it was abolished the boys used to be whlanel 
pretty severely with a cow-hide on a very tender part 
of their bodies. But our great flogger, Sergeant Henke, 
whom we always held in awe and the greatest respect, 
has gone to that bourne from which no traveller 
returns.. He was a good old man, and notwithstandin 
he was a little severe on the buys, saying he weal 
knock them down if they were as big as one of the 
great poplar trees which used to stand in front of, and 
tower high above the South Battery, they liked him 


man long after they had joined their regiments 
on the Plains. Those who have known the Battery in 
its glory will recognize at once what is meant by the 
above remarks. 
Sergeant Henke, however, very seldom abused his 
authority, and what he did was in a great measure 
necessary, and was winked at by the officers. Upon 
the whole, he was an excellent sergeant, and kept the 
boys and Battery in splendid order, oro moving 
like clock-work. Henke and Moore together have 
turned out more finished field musicians than will 
ever be counted. 
Sergeant Moore, another excellent non-commissioned 
officer, had charge of the instruction of the drummers, 
and was seldom known to miss a practice. He was 
always on hand, showing the boys how to hold their 
sticks, and teaching them the mysteries and intricacies 
of “Mammy Daddy.” He used,to make the boys 
laugh and wonder when he would display his great 
feat with the sticks by whirling them in the air and 
catching them again without losing time on the drum. 
The boys, of course, thought he was a most wonderful 
man, and the greatest. drummer in the world, barring 
when he struck them on the knuckles for not holding 
the sticks right and bee | properly. The sergeaut 
was rigid with the boys while under his instructions, 
and, as a consequence, always succeeded in turning 
out good drummers, of whom the regiments before the 
war used to be proud. Off duty Moore used to be 
playful and talkative with the boys, and would tell 
them lots of stories. 
Henke used to teach the fifers,and during his pre- 
sence in the practice room the boys were all attention, 
with their eyes riveted on their gamut boards with the 
seven mysterious notes, or on a particular piece of 
music, such as ‘Three-camps, the beginning of re- 
veille, or a quick-step, most likely “The Girl I Left 
Behind Me,” It wasa caution and a treat to see and 
hear old Henke blow on the fife, in his efforts to make 
us learn. He was an adept with the fife, and when he 
and the second instructor would get together and play 
some favorite quick-step, it was a great treat indeed 
for the boys, of course they thought, as the drum- 
mers thought of Moore, that he was the greatest fifer 
in the world. He used to compose his own quick- 


ste 

These old ts did service for over half a cen- 
tury. Henke died a little over a year ago, and is 
buried in the little graveyard on Governor's Island, 
among many of his young pupils. But Moore is still 
alive, and now the rank of a lieutenant on 
the retired list, and resides on Governor’s Island, where 


he performed faithful duty for about thirty or fort 


very much indeed, and would kindly think of the old} body had 


But, as I was remarking before digressing, the boys 
should be subjected to a code of punishments which 
would keep them under rigid discipline, and which 
would make them learn their duties on the drum, fife, 
or re in the quickest possible time. Indeed, there 
should be special lations for them while at the 
General Depot training, and aot be treated and con- 
sidered like men. In former days they used to have 
school about five hours a day, in addition to about 
three hours practice; but the first thing required of 
the boys after reveille would be to police their quar- 
ters and grounds, and then breakfast would come, and 
soon after breakfast, drill ; so that, with parades in the 
evening, they were kept pretty busy all day. The 
boys in these days were not allowed to wear the uni- 
form coats until after they had learned their duties, 
but used to wear a tight-fitting jacket of the material 
and color of the present trousers of the soldiers, with 
dark-blue cord around the edges and along the side- 
back-seams, which gave the boys a very tidy appear- 
ance. The uniform coat,. however, was the great 
prize, and it was a great incentive to learning, and be- 
coming proficient on the respective instruments. I 
think such a rule as this, or something similar, would 
work well at the present time. 

There was one thing that the boys needed very 
much indeed, and that wasa place to bathe in. Of 
course, in summer, the boys could run along the beach 
after a certain hour,and have a swim in the salt 
water ; but all winter they had to go without bathing. 
If this is still the condition ‘of affairs, it should be 
remedied at once, and the boys should be required to 
police themselves frequently, and be kept thoroughly 
clean in dress and body. Until recently there was not 
a bath-house on the Island, but about three years ago 
there was a fine one built near the castle for the 
recruits, by Captain R. G@. Rutherford, Twelfth In- 
fantry, A. A. Q. M., while General T. H. Neill was in 
command of the Depot. This bath-house has been of 
incalculable value to the recruits from a sanilary point 
of view, and a great blessing to the doctor, at whose 
suggestion, no doubt, the bath-house was built, and 
the Depot commander, who were required to inspect 
the new recruits. For my part, I think every quarters, 
where it is at all possible, should be constructed witha 
bath-house, where the men might bathe; but, singu- 
larly enough, this seems never to be taken into con- 
sideration when the buildings are first planned and 
built. In addition to the bath-house, there should be 
a reading or literary room in, or attached to each set of 
quarters. 

“Tt is unnecessary to allude,” says the Secretary of 
War in his report, “to the notorious cases of eflicient 
service of music boys, even on the field of battle, to 
illustrate their perfect competency for all the duties 
required of musicians.” These remarks I believe to be 
very true, because it is not a very rare thing by any 
means to see music boys hold the responsible positions 
of first sergeants, and even the positions of officers. 
And on the battle field their records are bright, as 
many of them have lost their young lives in their 
anxiety to be in the foremost rank of battle. At the 
now celebrated massacre of Philip Kearney there was 
a young trumpeter found emong the slain, whose dead 
special marks of distinction paid it; for 
while it was frightfully apparent that every man was 
scalped and more or less mutilated, it was observed 
that the young trumpeter was carefully laid out with- 
out being scalped or mutilated, and covered with a 
handsome buffalo robe. These signs were interpreted 
to mean that the boy had died bravely. Shortly after 
this there was another trumpeter killed by the In- 
dians in the vicinity of the same post. R. 








THE REGULATIONS AND COMMANDING 
OFFICERS. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sr: In your issue of Dec. 27, 1873, a correspondent 
calls attention to a paragraph in the proposed Army 
Regulations which authorizes “ the commanding offi- 
cer” to violate the Regulations under urgent circum- 
stances, of which he must be the judge, and for which 
he is responsible to his superior officer only. Expe- 
rience has abundantly demonstrated that Army Regu- 
lations, as a rule of action, are a complete nullity—a 
mere es, if the “commanding officer” is 
responsible for violating them to his next superior 
only. I could, if necessary, give many instances, 
authenticated by official record, of the “commanding 
officer” wilfully and persistently disregarding the 
Regulations, and when appeal has been made to the 
next higher authority, the decision has been: “ The 
‘commanding officer’ must judge of the necessity ;” 
and this, too, when there was uot the smallest pretext 
of necessity for such a violation. 

I do not allude to any particular person or case, nor 
do I confine my remarks to the many unjust discrimi- 
nations against inferior officers, but I embrace enlisted 
men also. Now, while inferior officers are very pro- 
perly demanding even and exact justice from the 
“ commanding officer,” let us all render that same jus- 
tice to those whom Congress has given us the right to 
command. If we areto have Army Regulations, let 
them be the written Jaw wherein all the rights, privi- 
leges, duties, prerogatives and authority in every indi- 
vidual shall be clearly defined, and, above all, let it be 
in military life as it is in civil life, that if any one shall 
violate the written law, he does so at his peril, and 
must bear the onus of showing a necessity for doing 
so; and this showing must not be ex parte to the next 
higher authority, where the case will be in all proba- 
bility pigeon-holed, but let the party affected by the 
violation be heard, and let the proceeding go to the 
very highest authority, unless all the parties shall be 
satis by the rulings of the intermediate ccm- 
mander. 

The notion that an army, a post, or a company 
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the “commanding officer” is just as much a relic of 
barbarism as that the people are incapable of self gov- 
ernment, that domestic slavery is a divine institution, 
or that polygamy is the best form of the marital rela- 
tion. In the progress of our liberal ideas we have 
abolished slavery and restrained polygamy ; now let 
us take another step and have no more of that old 
fossil idea that fixed and determined rules for govern- 
ing an army, or for controlling a “ commanding officer,” 
cannot be adopted just as well as they can for gov- 
erning & civil community. i. 








FIELD OFFICERS’ COURTS. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Desiring to call to the attention of the Army, 
some crudities,in the matter of courts-martial, I beg 
leave to use your columns, and propose to touch upon 
the subject of field officers’ courts-martial. Attention 
is first invited to the digest of opinions of the Judge- 
Advocate-General, ones the head of Field Officer’s 
Court, paragraph 26. “The operation of section 7 
chapter 201, act of July 17, 1862, establishing the field 
officer’s court, is not limited to a period of war.” The 
field officer’s court was established by virtue uf the 7th 
section of the act of July 17,1872, to amend the act call- 
ing forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, 
= approved February 28, 1795. The 7th section 
Treads : 

And be it further enacted, ‘* That hereafter all offenders in the 
army, charged with offences now punishable by a regimental or 

rrison court martial, shall be brought before a field officer of 

is ment, who shall be detailed for that purpose, and who 
shall hear and determine the offence, and shall also make a record 
of the proceedings, and submit the same to the brigade com- 
mander, who, upon the approval of the proceedings of such field 
Officer, shall order the same to be executed. Provided, that the 
punishment in such cases be limited to that authorized to be in- 
flicted by a regimental or garrison court martial and, provided 
further, that in the event of there being no brigade commander, 
the proceedings as aforesaid shall be submitted to the com- 
manding officer of the post.” 

It would seem that the provisions of this act, judg- 
ing from its title, would come in force only when the 
militia are called out to execute the laws of the Union, 
pursuant to the provisions of the Act of 1795 and the 
amendments thereto. When these circumstances arise, 
a state of resistance, insurrection or rebellion, must 
exist, and in consequence thereof, a state of war and 
the existence of brigade organizations, which has never 
existed in the United States except in a time of war. 
Hence it would be naturally inferred, that in a state of 
peace, a field officers’ court was not contemplated by 
the law. 

Attention is further invited to paragraph 12, field 
officers’ court, digest of the opinions of the Judge Ad- 
vocate General, which reads: 

“A captain and brevet major, assigned to duty according to 
his brevet rank and doing duty with his regiment, can be legally 
detailed as a field officer’s court by the proper superior.”’ 

Compare this with the language of the law, which 
says, “shall be brought before a field officer of his 
regiment.” The commissions issued by the President, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, for brevet 
rank, as far as my knowledge goes, have never as yet 
appointed any officer to a brevet grade in his own regi- 
ment or corps, but have invariably made him an officer 
of the brevet grade in the Army at large. The act re- 
quires a field officer of the offenders regiment, the 
digest permits a field officer of the Army. 

The jurisdiction of these courts as defined by the act 
appointing them, requires that all offences triable by a 
regimental or a garrison court-martial, must be tried 
by them. if this act has force in time of peace, no en- 
listed man can be legally tried by a regimental or a 
garrison court-martial, a1a station where there is a field 
Officer of his regiment present. The act is man- 
datory where there is a field officer of his regi- 
ment, the offender shall be brought before him, 
and he shall try all offenders in the Army, charged 
with offences now punishable by a _ regimenta! 
or garrison court-martial. Many offenders have been 
illegally tried by regimental and garrison courts-martial 
at stations where a field officers’ court could be detailed. 

The question of how and by whom a ficld officers’ 
court can be assembled in time of peace is not discussed. 
I aim rather to strike at the root, the law authorizing 
the appointment of these courts, and to show by the 
law itself that it is neither a peace nor a war enact- 
ment; but one which takes effect only in the contin- 
gency of militia or volunteers being called out to exe- 
cute the laws of the Union, a condition which existed 
during the late rebellion, but ceased with it. 

The courts for the trial of offenders in the Army are 
sufficiently numerous to try all cases, without this in- 
surrection court ; and if this court be deemed to be legal 
in time of peace, good bye to regimental and garrison 
courts-martial, save at stations where the commanders 
are below the rank of field officers. What a nice time 
for offenders at a station where portions of two regi- 
ments are serving, and with one regiment there are 
two field officers and with the other none. In the first 
regiment the field officer’s court must try all; in the 
second, no court save the general court-martial can try 
any. Perhaps this interpretation may be two li'eral; 
but it looks as if, where field officers’ courts can be as- 
sembled, the old time garrison and regimental courts 
must go by the board. Captain CoMMANDING. 

Jackson, Miss., January 14, 1874. 








LIFE INSURANCE. 
To the Editor of the Army ana Navy Journal. 
Sir : It is gratifying to observe that so many corres- 
ndents are taking an interest in the subject of Army 
Fite Insurance. one of them seem to dispute this 
proposition: that if we will all pledge ourselves 
to pay a certain small sum at the death of every officer 
who enters into this agreement, we can thus obtain an 
insurance which will be cheaper and yet more certain 
than is offered to us by any other method. 
Under the caption of “A Doubting Thomas” an 


objection is raised to this plan which was not unfere- 
seen nor unconsidered. The objection is that such an 
agreement would not be an equitable one between old 
and young men. The objection is tenable, but 
there are some reasons why it may be overlooked. It 
is desirable to make the class as large as possible in 
order that the te of the assessments may amount 
to a considerable sum. There is always the chance of 
death coming to those having the longest expectation 
of life, and in this event the aged will help te swell 
the amount of the insurance. Admitting that the 

reatest burden of such an arrangement must at first 
all upon the younger officers; we cau, and we ought 
to make up a purse for the widow and children of 
every officer who dics in the service, and generously 
throw the quid pro quo part of it entirely out of the 
question. t such a custom once otain and then 
none of us will die intestate, for the class will be kept 
full by those who come to fill our places. 

I refrained in my first article from suggesting any 
definite plan because I did not feel competent to do so. 
I have no more confidence in my wisdom now, except 
that so many of my comrades seem willing to help if 
only some one will start the thing, and that the impor- 
tance of this matter constrains me to venture my 
suggestion. It is this: 

t us without delay petition Congress to pass an act 
making it the duty of the Paymaster General of the 
Army, upon the death of any member of this class, 
(hereinafter defined), to notify all of the officers of his 
department to stop from the pay of all the surviving 
members of said class the sum of — dellars, and to 
pay over the aggregate amount so stopped to the law- 
ful heirs of the deceased officer,— 

Provided that the amount to be so raised shal! not 
exceed five thousand dollars, nor shall any single assess- 
ments be for more than five dollars from each member 
of the class. And provided that every member of this 
class may designate to the Paymaster General in the 
form of a duly attested will, the person or persons to 
whom he wishes the money to be paid. All officers of 
the army (on the active list) who may so elect within 
one month after the promulgation of this act, in orders 
at the place where they may beserving, and all officers 
who may be commissioned in the army after the passage 
of this act shall become members of this ciass. And 
in case of the resignation or other honorable discharge 
of a member of this class, he shall be entitled to 
recover the amount he has paid by an assessment to be 
made in the same manner as at the death of a member 
of the class, and in the meaning of this act it shall be 
deemed that to resign while under charges will not 
entitle the member who so acts to recover the amount 
ke has paid. The retiring of an officer shall in no 
way affect his connection with this class, except he be 
“ wholly retired,” when he will be treated as havin 
been honorably discharged. The Paymaster Genera 
of the Army shall furnish to all the officers of his 
department a list of the members of this class, and a 
notification of the death of each member of this class, 
which notification shall be furnished to the Pay master 
General by the Adjutant General of the Army imme- 
diately he has official knowledge of said death. 

The foregoing is written hastily, and is of course 
crude, but r think can be understood. Let us unite on 
some plan without delay, and as I wish to hear from 
all who feel an interest in this matter, and to secure 
their advice and help, I forego a nom-de-plume. 

. CATLEY, 
1st Lieut. 2d Infty., Huntsville, Ala. 








NAUTICAL EDUCATION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sin: The paper of Captain Luce and the memorial 
of the New York Chamber of Commerce point to a 
school ship system, as a means for improving the 
character of seamen and as « resource for supplying the 
crews for American merchant ships and men-of-war. 

Why not make our entire edusational system sub- 
serve this object, by adopting a method of instruc- 
tion, in public and private schools, with a special view 
to prepare for a sea life, and endowing professorships in 
our colleges of nautical science for perfecting a sailor's 
education. No ship can be so good a ‘‘school” as the 
sea-going ship, no “‘ training” so perfect as that obtained 
in course of actual experience; for at sea a knowledge 
ef seamanship and matters of sea usage are learned 
from constant observation and use, and the boy degins 
at school, as he should, his career. A sailor’s calling 
might then come to be regarded as respectable and un- 
exceptionable, even if not desirable and agreeable; a 
vocation recognized by public sentiment as among 
those to be taken into consideration in shaping the plan 
of life for youths—in cutting out the life work for men ; 
desirable, and, if it suit the inclination, to be encou- 
raged ;—a calling requiring intelligence, skill, presence 
of mind, courage, self-denial and probity, and not one 
to be regretted and avoided, or to be adopted only as a 
means of correction and for moral discipline and re- 
form,—something less disagreeable thar the State’s 
prison, but to be endured only no longer than can be 
helped ; looked upon with a confidence opposed to the 
prevailing sentiment that sea-going is good discipline 
for disorderly or vivacious youths, coupled with the 
notion that of such come the best sailors. Why should 
it be that less attention is thought needful and less 
assurance requisite as to chazacter, with regard to sailors 
than when estimating the eligibility of other employes? 
The farmer would not employ on his farm, or the mer- 
chant in his warehouse, men so ignorant and of such 
eharacter—or lamentable want of it—as are readily 
taken on board a ship where the responsibility and the 
opportunity for harm are greater; so it comes about 
that the standard of excellence of the sailor has deteri- 
orated, and who can so much influence a favorable 
change in this respect so directly, and with whom does 


with the ship owner, whose interest is most directly 





the responsibility rest chiefly for this depreciation 7 


concerned ? 


The tice system, though perhaps regarded un- 
favorably by the owner as a tax upon the earnings of 
the ship, and by the master as an additional respon- 
sibility and an incumbrance, really presents many 
advantages. No doubt its tendency is to produce the 
best of seamen, to render the owner and master to some 
extent independent of “ sharks” and dishonest shipping 
agents, to give to the crews more of a national status, 
and to secure to ships permanent crews; each and 
results so desirable as to justify a law making it obliga- 
tory > 9 every American bottom to err a certain 
ratio of American born boys in its crew, with a penalty 
on the part of master and owner for a disregard or 
fraudulent evasion of the law. Let these boys be regis- 
tered, or identured to the ship, the master or the em- 
ployer,—to be rated able seaman after two or three years, 
if in the opinion of the master they are competent to 
perform the duty, but to serve till of age before the 
mast. 

The apprentice system in the Navy has never been a 
success for mani reasons, and the general sentiment 
of the service appears to be opposed to its further trial. 
For the Navy, the plan does not seem suitable; there 
are boys enough who will naturally drift into it, the best 
of whom may be induced to remain by the present 
judicious system of certificates and discharges, and by 
the prospect of a petty officer’s, and it may be a War- 
rant officer’s berth ; it would be a wholesome encourage- 
ment if the latter were always filled from the most com- 
petent of the petty officers, 

With the instruction at school hinted at above, the 
training school afloat seems merely a device for playing 
at sailor; but till the adoption of a suitable course of 
instruction at our schools and colleges, it may be made 
a valuable aid for preparing boys for the life of a sea- 
man. First it must be divested of its correctional and 
reformatory features. If an effort is to be made to im- 
prove the condition, to elevate the standard of useful- 
ness and of character of the men of our merchant 
marine, the hope of so doing by drawing upon the pur- 
lieus of our large maritime centres for its recruits must 
be abandoned ; of course it is desirable and expedient 
to utilize the material while ridding our large seaboard 
cities of their young idlers and reprobates, but to de- 
vote them to a sea life will hardly effect their reform, as 
our well meaning philanthropists no doubt honestly ex- 
pect. The plan does not work well; cooped up at sea 
on board ship, leading a life of excitement and priva- 
tion, and in port subject to especial temptations tc 
indulgence, the subject of the experiment will not find 
in the life influences that are favorable to his moral 
development; if he must be removed from the scene of 
his past life, his condition might with more reason be 
expected to improve on a farm and he to become a use- 
ful and respectable citizen. 

Presuming them to be thieves and reprobates when 
placed on board ship for “correction” or ‘‘ reform,’’ so 
these boys may be expected to remain to the end of the 
chapter. To a seaman nothing is more detestable than 
a thief, because from the necessary intimate association 
on shipboard no one is to him more troublesome; 
with the presumed antecedents of a boy from this class 
of training ship, what master would be willing to receive 
him? Asa measure that can tend to make more use- 
fal and trustworthy, by previous pre tion, that part 
of the youths of country destined by inclination or 
necessity to follow the sea in our merchant service, 
training school ships must be made simply educational, 
and in no respect reformatory or correctional ; it is 
beneath the dignity of the calling, and unjust to the 
aptitudes and the possibilities of a seaman’s life, that 
such a career should be selected by authority as a 
punishment for crime. It is to be hoped that the 
present movement may bring about prompt and radical 
changes in the present condition of things. Make edu. 
cation and character requisites to employment, and give 
to all boys such opportunities for instruction to fit them 
for a sea life as are provided for all other pursuits. Let 
but the life of a sailor come to be esteemed as desirable 
as it is acknowledged to be worthy of respect, and the 
character of our sailors become worthy of their calling, 
and a class of our boys will hasten to respond to the 
demand for their services, that will do honor to our 
merchant service and to the country; then each of 
these youngsters may look forward with not unreagon- 
able anticipations to the time when he may command a 
ship, as did our fathers in old times, when the com- 
merce and marine of the country were young and vigor- 
ous, with a crew of intelligent, orderly, self-respect- 
ing Americans. “AN 
As with the merchant service so with the Navy ; every 
improvement in the morale of the former, works neces- 
sarily a corresponding change that is favorable in the 
crews of our men-of-war. > L. 





Tue Committee on Explosives at the Royal Arsenal, 
oe are a to make —_ ex rors with 
an 18-ton gun, for the purpose of testing the advan- 
tages to be gained by various Jengths of bore. The 
gun prepared for these experiments has a rather 
eventful history. It was first of all fired as a 10-in. 
gun, re-rifled, and drilled through and through in 
various parts for the insertion of pressure gauges to 
ascertain the force of the explosion, and the gun in 
this state susteined some very heavy strains. It was 
afterwards rifled, and again underwent some extraor- 
dinary pressures, and it was subsequently bored up to 
llin., firing a number of rounds with heavy or any 
until at length the tube cracked while firing 1200lb. 
shot with 85lb. of powder. A new tube since 
been put in, and a considerable piece added to the 
muzzle, so that the gun is at the present a little over 
20ft. long, with a boreof 11in. still. The most advan- 
tageous length for land service guns will, no doubt, be 
ascertained by experiments with this piece of ordnance. 
Naval guns are of necessity short. The advantage of 
length of bore is that slower burning, and consequently 
less dangerous powder can be used, as the guns have a 
longer space in which to act upon the shot, which thus 
acquires its velocity at less expense to the gun. 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Discre1inz.—After a brief interval we renew the dis- | }¢ 


cussion of this subject with the publication of the fol- 
lowing article from a correspondent : 


In continuation of the subject, and in ey ae of the ground 
that I have assumed—that despotism is not discipline, permit me 
to indicate an error into which your remarks will be very apt to 
lead your readers, and the correction of which goes to the point 
T have in view. You state that “ by sheer force of discipline the 
light brigade took the battery they were sent to take.” If this 
were correct then indeed might all officers be ranked as s0 many 
mere automatons. I endeavored to show that discipline and des- 

tism are very far from being one and the same —. he 
fatter working mechanically, the former demanding intelligence 

proportion to the number of grades which an officer has at- 
tained. It is the want ofa = r one of these facts that 
works its baneful influence in the National Guard service, where, 
only too often, the recommendation of being a ‘“ good fellow’ 
is deemed sufficient for the conferring of commissions upon men 
who are not willing to undergo the labor of educating themselves 
for discharging their duties in an intelligent manner, and, re- 
maining ignorant, commit all sorts of i ities, of omission 
and commission, which their commands deem it politic to over- 
look for the sake of retaining the officer, even at the expense of 
the morale of the organization. It may be claimed that the 

Balaklava affair affords an example that may be studied with 
rofit by the officers in the National Guard service, in its 9H 

Son. in its course, and in its results. In ing use of the 
rominent actors in that affair, it is of course or as figures in 

fhe elucidation of a postulate or problem, and in the light in 

which the world has ever deemed itself justified in u those 
who have borne a prominent on a field of battle. Conced- 
ing freely and unreservedly all that is claimed for the brayery of 
those whose duty it is “not to reason why,” it must be admitted 

that the calamity that befel the light be was the result of a 

want of appreciation of “ the responsibilities in war,” the result 

of despotion, not of discipline, an illustration of the fallacy of 
the theory that holds officers of the higher grades to a blind obe- 
dience of orders under any and all circumstances, without re- 


quiring them to exercise those faculties which nature be- | enable him to do this, it is however necessary that 
a] 


stowed, or of making application of the talents that result from 
education, and the possession of which the bestowing of and the 
acceptance of a commission of high rank pre-sup and im- 
lies. Accepting the version of the Balaklava affair, 
nglake, we find the theatre or field of action, to be an irregular 
valley, its length about two miles, its width less than half a mile 
its course east, and having for its northern wall a number o 
knolls, known as the Fedoukhine Heights, and for its southern 


% a . 0 
wall four hillocks, known as the Causeway —— ; the latter duties, and in doing this, he should not confin 


crowned with four redoubts, the three nearest the east armed 
with eleven English guns, impressed for the purpose from the 
English ships in the bor. he redoubts had for a garrison a 
force of 3,000 Turks and a few English gunners, and served as 
an exterior line of defence, covering the harbor of Balaklava, the 
English base or depot of supplies for their forces in the Crimea. 
At 5a. Mm. October 235, 1 
redoubts, drove out the Turks, and held the heights. Towards 
noon and after having had a passag 
English heavy cavalry under General Scarlet in the valley that 
skirts along the southern slope of the Causeway Heights, the 
Russians made oe -¥ to carry off the English guns that 
they had captured in the redoubts, occupying the Causeway 
Heights at the time with a large force of infantry and artillery, 
and havi also at the same time a large force of the three arms 
upon the Fedoukhine Heights, acting insupport. At the head or 
west end of the valley rose the tableland knownas the Kher- 
sonese, upon which were the camps of the Allies. Near the mouth 
of the valor was posted a Russian field battery of twelve guns, 
with a cavalry force for support, and forming a covering for a 
number of bridges, in rear, over the Tchernaya river, on the line 
of the Russian advance from Tchorgoun, the headquarters of 
the Russian forces outside of Sebastopol. Thus the theatre or 
field of action was in irregular oblong menanes its length about 
four times that of its width. The English cavalry—one division 
of two brigndeo—cccapying the west side, and the other three 
sides being occupied, as shown, by the Russians; the whole at 
the time that the ch of the light brigade began, presenting 
the singular, if not unique spectacle, of a square with all its sides 
facing inwards. Lord glan, the commander of the English 
forces, occupied a oye se upon the Khersonese, from which he 
could overlook the theatre of operations then taking place, 
and desiring to save the English guns which had been 
captured by the Kussians, from being carried off, he 
directed Lord Lucan, commanding the cavalry division, to 
charge apon the Russians before they could accomplish their 
object, apprehensive that the exhibition of the guns in the 
streets of Sebastopol would be of infinite value to the enemy in 
restoring the morale and confidence lost in the battle of the 
Alma, (and well might he have offered some sacrifice to prevent 
it, for Todelben informs us, that, ‘by the exhibition of the 
captared guns, in the streets of Sebastopol, the defeat of the 
Alma was forgotten, unlimited confidence was again placed in 
the superiority of the Russian arms, and the morale tone of the 
son was completely restored.”’) Lord Lucan it seems de- 
yed acting, until the order to advance had been repeated four 
times; being in doubt as to which were the guns that he was to 
save; those upon the Causeway Heights or the Russian guns at 
the mouth of the eet Why, during the interval between the 
receipt of the first and last order he did not himself go to ascer- 
tain from his commanding officer,—a matter, which would have 
involved a ride of a few minutes—does not appear. At last, he 
decided to do that which his judgment, and also that of the com- 
mander of his light brigade, condemned. He decided to attack 
the Kassian guns at the mouth of the valley! Whether in the 
opinion of his commanding officer, he should, under the circum- 
stances, have obeyed an order directing him to do so, will be seen. 
And here is where I endeavored to impress upon the reader, in 
my former article, the fact that disciplinereq uires officers to act 
intelligently and not merely automatically. Lord Lucan sent 
the light brigade down the er: into the face of the Russian 
uns at the mouth of it, under the cross fire of the guns upon the 
ht and ars the left of their line of march, Lord Cardigan 
tly led his brigade into the battery, sabred some of the 
“1 drove off momentarily, the supports and—what then? 
Sia he bring off the guns as the reader would naturally infer 
from what was stated; to wit, that by their force of discipline 
they took the guns they were sent to take? No! not asinglegun 
was brought off hor was a —- one spiked or rendered even 
momentarily unserviceable—and Lord Cardigan, after driving the 
supports, found by that time, that his own command was so 
terribly cut up. that solitary and alone he wended his way back to 
the head of the valley! Then the unsabred cannoneers, rushin: 
back to their guns, opened a destructive fire upon the shatter 
remains of the prigarte, as individually and in groups they retired 
from an attack that their commanding officer and the division 
commander had decided in advance, must prove hopeless. And 
now we will follow these officers into the presence of the com- 
manding officer of the English forces, and learn his views upon 
their conduct, and receive it as evidence, whether discipline in 
its true sense, requires an inflexible adherence to the axiom to 
obey orders under all circumstances, or whether in fact it does 
not admit of and even require an intelligent discrimination in 
its application—for we find on page 581, vol. 2, of Kinglake’s Inva- 
sion of the Crimea—that upon Lord Cardigan going to Lord Rag- 
lan shortly after the charge was over, fatter accosted him 
with the a gen “What do you mean, sir, by attacking a 
battery in front, contrary to all usages of warfare and the cus- 
toms of the service?” To this Lord Cardigan replied, ‘‘I hope 
you will not blame me, for I received the order to attack from 
my superior officer in front of the troops.’’ Now the reason for 
askin, why he had attacked in front, must be accepted as amere 
form which he put the question, for, from the elevated 
position that Lord Lucan occupied, he could see that there was 
no other way to attack it, unless the Russians had first been 
driven off the Causeway Heights, as he had so repeatedly ordered 
—and if any doubts remain on the mind of the reader by refer- 
ring o the next , (582) he will have his doubts dissipated 
He will there find when a short time af Lord Ducan 
went to Lord the latter “ You have lost the light 
vi Lucan denied that he had lost the 5 


y** 
snd; ae a ground for his denial, stated that he had ly carried 


e of arms with the brigade of | © othing worn in a proper manner, and 
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out the orders, written and verbal, conveyed to himYby Captain 
Nolan (Lord —yn ete decomp). Then followed come een 
troversy, when lan said Lord Lucan : “ You were a 
Lieutenant-General, and should have exercised your discretion 

not a ving , Should not have caused it to 
made."’ The recall of Lord Lucan a few months afterwards, 
gives us an insight to the view taken of the matter by his govern- 


And now a word more in to our own fields. My refer- 
ence in the former article to this part of the subject was intended 
to be applied, particularly, to the conduct of General Warren at 
Mine Run. I can not liken it to any other than heroic conduct. 
When the whole army was ready to attack the enemy's works, 
waiting only for the opening of Warren's guns, he, knowing that 
the success of the assault depended upon the result of the attack 
of his own corps, and convinced that his assault would result in 
disaster, unreservedly determined to sacrifice himself, if need be, 
rather than betray the corps that had been confided to his trust, 
by leading it in an assault that was hopeless. If his removal 
from command, more than eighteen months afterwards, after his 
unremitting and faithful services in the Rapidan Campaign, and 
his brilliant success in taking the Weldon Railroad at the ¥ cllow 
House, his successful raid to Hicksford in December following. 
and his victory at Five Forks—if it be claimed that his remov: 
from command after the close of the latter memorable action, 
was in consequence of the responsibility that he assumed at 
7 —. ee c Rrpad | — y= the removal was not in 
rdance w article defining discipline, de 
@-Y>7 _— 4 Mee oe mw to law. - poms as oF 
ut the incidental remark that was intended as an illustration 
has been involuntarily extended into a lon; digression. How- 
ever, such as it is, I have no desire to erase t for, if it induce a 
single officer or member of the National Gu the organization 
which must furnish by far the largest number of officers that our 
future wars will cai! for—if it induce any one of them to investigate 
the wert of discipline, and induce him to use some exertion 
= ual Bem mony a eens = Pow dnties in an in- 
r, no harm will come from the di 
-— benefit may aan. Oy rete 
ave endeavored to show how largely, how very largel 
discipline is made up of the appreciation of the rincipies that 4 
gard order and aeee among the members of an organization 
and that to have discipline in it it is necessary for every member 
of it, no matter what his station therein may be, to contribute. 
so to say, his share of the workin making the application. To 
he should first 
be taught to understand what his share of the work may be, and 
then he should be requested to perform it. Thus we in en- 
counter the word “instruction.” Who in the National Guard 
service shall impart it’ There can be but little doubt that while 
a share of it, must, of necessity, devolve upon the field-officers, 
yet by far the ~eet part of the labor falls to the lot of company 
commanders. he y com d must instruct his 
fficers and non-commissioned officers and privates in their 
ehimself to mere 
rote, but repeatedly consult the text book. To facilitate his 
labors in instructing his command, he should divide his com any 
into four — and place each one, permanently, under a 
corporal and a sergeant, under whom they should be taught the 
manual of arms, etc. These non-commissioned officers should 





the Russian forces attacked the be held personally responsible that the members of their re- 


spective squads come on parade or drill = their uniform or 
uipments and arms in 
order. Here is where the a, b, c, of discipline begins. and where, 
if it is to exist at all, here is where it must be taught! The men 
should not be allowed to come on drill without first being made 
sensible of the fact that es no longer in the office or work- 
shop, and that for the time they have assumed the character of a 
soldier, and will be required to sustain it. The company com- 
mander should give every reasonable support to the sergeaat and 
corporal of the squads, and it would soon result that the men 
who have been taught to respect the non-commissioned officers 
will not be likely to prove disobedient to the officers. Discipline 
does not consist merely in obeying written or verbal commands. 
The regulations and articles of war require some things to be 
done, and prohibits the doing of others: the neglect of the 
former or the doing of the latter is called a breach of discipline 
and certain punishments are for the offenders. But why s ould 
a soldier be held responsible for an act the wrong doing of which 
has never been presented to his mind? Why, tor bastinee, should 
acompany commander charge his men with disrespect if they 
fail to salute him when he enters the drill room, if he has never 
taken the trouble to see that they have been instructed how to 
givethe salute? Another advantage that will arise from havin 
the company divided into permanent squads, is the fact that it 
will elevate the office of corporal and sergeant to that which they 
are intended to be, posts of respor bilitres, with a degree of 
honor attached. be pe ey? or rather the requiring, of 
these non-commissioned officers to assume responsibilities will 
aid in fitting them for discharging the duties of a higher grade 
in an intelligent manner. 
How many pany 8s in the National Guard have 
o~ this matter attention, and how many have neglected it? 
ow many are there who pursue a systematic course of instruc- 
tion during the se:son of drills? How many have deemed it 
necessary to devote evena single evening in a whole season 
to instructing their commands in the first of all duties 
that they are likely to be called on to perform: to wit: ard 
duty; the practising of which would afford no inconsiderable re- 
lief to the t oO} rill,and serve as a means, 
perhaps, even more efficacious than company drill in promoting 
discipline, as it gives an opportunity even to the corporal to 
exercise a command. F.C. 


Our correspondent, in the Balaklava affair, again 
seems to run off the track. Lord Raglan sent four 
orders to charge the Causeway Heights. Lord Lucan 
disobeyed all four, and persisted in misunderstanding 
Nolan, who-brought the last. Lord Cardigan, sent on 
a-:desperate task, which nothing he could have done 
would deprive of danger, obeyed orders in face of dan- 
ger, and led his men in and back. The responsibility 
of the slaughterfrests not on him, not on Nolan, but on 
disobedient Lucan, who turned a sensible order into a 
senseless one. Had Cardigan imitated Lucan, he might 
have indeed saved his brigade, but the habit 
of insubordination would have ended in rnining 
him. We contend that no doctrine can be 
more dangerous than that of F. 0. that soldiers are to 
obey, while general officers are to be allowed discretion. 
Men, like Raglan, with hearts too kind for their stern 
business, may allow such a doctrine. Successful leader 
cannot. 

E:cutn Inrantry.—A regimental court-martia! has 
been appointed to convene at the armory February 26, 
at 8 o'clock P. m., for the trial of delinquent non-com- 
missioned officers and privates of the regiment : Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Dow &. Kittle is detailed as president of 
the court-martial, Drills for the month of February 
will be held as follows: February 3, right wing at armo- 
ry—Companies A, C, D, E, and I; February 138, bat- 
talion drill at arsenal ; February 19, left wing at armory 
—Companies B, F,G, H, and K; February 26, battalion 
drill at arsenal. The above drills will be in full fatigue, 
cross-belts. Roll-call of companies at 8 o'clock P, u. 
The regular monthly meeting of the board of officers will 














be held on Monday evening, February 16. This regi- 
ment will celebrate the anniversary of the birth of 
Washington by a reception on Monday, February 23, at 
the armory. Tickets can be procured by members from 
the following committee of arrangments : Captain J. B. 
Lingham, Lieutenant W. J. ©. Berry, Lieutenant R. V. 
Young, Lieutonant R. Delap, Lieutenant L. Powers. 
Nints Inrantry.—The battalion strength of the wing 
drills of the Ninth Infantry, last week, was six com- 
mands of twelve files each. Prior to these drills, from 
7 to 8 o'clock there was a theoretical drill of the officers 
held in the officers’ room, and the result of some showed 
the beneficial result, as the drills went off smoothly, and 
but few errors occurring. Colonel Braine intends hav- 
ing a series of theoretical drills, both for the comnais- 
sioned and non-commissioned officers during the season. 
Adjutant Luckey made his first appearance before the 
regiment at these drills, and made a most satisfactory 
impression, being prompt, as well as :nost soldierlike in 
appearance, giving his orders distinctly and with spirit. 
The rifle range is about completed, and the boys will 
soon be ‘“‘up and at’em.” The regimental reception 
will take place the latter part of next march, the com- 
mittee in charge consists of Oaptains Hussey, Spencer, 
and Lieutenant Hertz and Adjutant Luckey. The Vet- 
eran Association held a meeting on Monday evening of 
last week for transaction of business and election of 
members, They intend to present the regiment with a 
portrait of ex-Colonel Moesch, who fell at the head of 
his regiment at the battle of the Wilderness. This will 
make three portraits of former colonels of the regiment 
adorn'ng the walls of the board of officers’ room, viz. : 
Colonel Moeszh, Colonel Wilcox, and Colonel Fiske. 
D1sBpaNpMENTS.—General Orders from Albany direct 
the disbandment of the Twenty-fourth regiment Infan- 
try, Colonel George T. Steenberg, Rensselaer county ; 
the Eighty-third regiment Infintry, Colonel Robert 
Farman, Schenectady county; the First battalion Cav- 
alry, Major George Aery, New York; Battery C Artil- 
lery, First division, Captain William Schilling, New 
York, and Battery G Artillery, First division, Lieuten- 
ant James B. Cone, New York. These disbandments 
are announced as “on the recommendation of the In- 
spector-General, and of the respective brigade and divi- 
sion commanders ;” and the organizations are ordered 
to be immediately mustered out of service under the 
supervision of the respective division commanders to 
whose command they are attached. The field and line 
officers of the several organizations above named are 
rendered supernumerary, but will not be relieved from 
accountability until they shall have turned over to the 
officers authorized to receive the same, all public prop- 
erty in their possession or for which they may be re- 
sponsible, and received certificates of non-indebtedness 
from the proper State officers. The Third regiment 
Cavalry is also detached from the Second brigade and 
assigned to duty at headquarters of the First division. 
We particularly advocate judicious reductions of the 
present National Guard force of the State, for by this 
process greater efficiency is obtained, ard all concerned 
relieved of considerable expense in supporting organiza- 
tions which have long shown themselves as useless mil- 
itary appendages to the service. The disbandment of 
the Twenty-fourth Infantry, however, may be well, as 
far as that command as a regimental organization 
goes, but surely a city of the size of Troy needs some 
military protection. A good battalion should be organ- 
ized to take the place of the Twenty-fourth, and this will 
doubtless be done. Five or six companies would be 
sufficient, and Troy, we feel assured, could well support 
a battalion of this character. The LEighty-third, of 
Schenectady, numbered nearly 500 men three years ago, 
according to the Adjutant-General’s report ; the returns 
for the past two years not being at hand we canuot tell 
how rapidly it has grown weak. The disbandment of 
the First Cavalry should have taken place when General 
Headquarters saw fit to reduce it toa battalion. Its 
revival was only temporary, for at that time it was, to 
use a grave phrase, ‘‘struck with death.” While we 
see the reason of ‘the disbandment of Howitzer Batteries 
C and G, First division, we regret that it has really been 
necessitated. We believe in these howitzer batteries in 
the National Guard, and think at least one battery should 
be attached to every brigade. These two batteries, for 
some reason, have not thriven well while attached to di- 
vision headquarters. One fact is certain at least, the 
vigor of the division headquarters never infused any 
similar spirit in them ; so they too have been killed by 
General Orders. Why the Third Cavalry should come 
under the shelter of First division headquarters we can- 
not tell, unless this may be taken as the first step towards 
disbanding the Second brigade organization. If we 
must have regimental cavalry organizations in the Na- 
tional Guard, why, we suppose the Third Cavalry will 
be just as happy in ape place as another. In fact the 
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present good condition of the Third seems to indicate 
that they can even ‘‘ go it alone ” if necessary. Division 
headquarters are gradually getting their hands full, and 
there is no telling what other detachments may soon be 
dirested to report to General Shaler for orders. 


TWENTY THIRD InFaNTRY.—This command on Wed- 
nesday evening of last week commenced drills by bat- 
talion, and on Monday evening last the regimental ar- 
mory, Brooklyn, was crowded with spectators to witness 
the second of the first series of drills ordered recently, 
the General Orders for which, by the way, did not come 
tohand. At the first drill Companies A, B, F, and I 
assembled ; at the second drill, and on Monday evening, 
Companies C, D, E, G, and K. On this latter occasion 
the battalion was divided into six commands of twelve 
files, and in neat gray fatigue uniform, relieved by white 
cross belts, presented a handsome appearance. Colonel 
Ward was in command the forepart of the evening, but 
after an hour's exercise of his voice turned the battalion 
over to Lieutenant-Colonel Farnham, the colonel mean- 
while superintending the new recruit class just organ- 
ized. The movements performed while we were present 
were not intricate in character, and, as a rule, very well 
executed by the battalion. The movements by inversion 
at the offstart somewhat confused some of the fours, 
particularly on the march, the pivot men in several in- 
stances moving fours right or left when the order was 
‘*about,” not thoroughly comprehending the rrepara- 
tory command. The third and fourth companies in 
column notably lost distance on the march, and in the 
wheelings the companies frequently crowded. The 
column was very irregular in the movement by the 
right of companies to the rear, one company ‘‘ mis- 
sing it” by at least half a front. The repetition of the 
movement, however, was an improvement, The 
‘*double time”’ marching by fours was much better than 
that by company, but the step was far too quick and 
somewhat shuffling. It made the ‘‘ boys” wind it a 
little, and it was very fortunate our friend the colonel 
was not in this instance compelled to take up the 
**double,” or else there is no telling what the conse- 
quence would have been. Two hundred avoirdupois 
don’t “double quick” when it can help it. Once at 
least around that spacious drill room would have been 
all the good-natured heavy commander of the Twenty- 
third would wish. The members, however, seem de- 
lighted now that they can do all the trotting they desire 
in the new armory without fear of the building coming 
down over their heads, The drill room has recently 
been tastefully festooned, which not only adds to its 
otherwise bare appearance, but aids it aconsticly. The 
reverberation, however, is still excessive,and at times we 
found it imporsible to comprehend the orders, and dur- 
ing the drill there was every evidence that the officers 
and men labored under similar difficulty At one time, 
when the battalion was moving at ‘‘ double time,” the 
right and nearly the whole column kept on totally un- 
mindful of the repeated command, ‘‘ Quick time,” and 
stopped only after the colonel rushed to the head of the 
column and by voice and gesture made the battalion 
understand his order. Had it not been for this there is 
no telling but what the battalion would have ‘‘contin- 
ued the marsh” until now, for it was well warmed up to 
the work at the time. We expect the Twenty-third to 
make great progress in drill this winter, now that it has 
such fine quarters; and these drills are made doubly 
intoresting by the presence of so many ladies and gen- 
tlemen as spectators. 

This regiment is ordered to assemble at the armory 
in full dress uniform on Saturday evening, January 
31, at 8 o’clock P, ., for dress parade and review. 

Company G, late of the Thirteenth, is still without a 
captain, its former commander still occupying a subor-. 
dinate position in the ranks. There is an undoubted 
misunderstanding regarding the enlistments of 
the men forming this company, many of which 
before the company was disbanded for mutiny in the 
Thirteenth. These members claim their time, and be- 
fore the disbandment had applied for discharge, and 
we understand the certificates had been made ont, 
Those who had not served the entire term of service 
before the disbandment, it is claimed on the other hand, 
have by their own acts, and the nature of their disband- 
ment, rendered void all the service heretofore performed 
for the State. These men, however, when they become 
members of the Twenty-third, re-enlisted for another 
term of seven years, and this're-enlistment was one of the 
conditions under,which},ColonelJWard accepted them, 
This in itself should settle any further doubts in relation 
to the matter, and if anylof;these men re-entered the 
State service with any other,idea they by this time 
should have fully awakenedjfrom the dream. The mat- 
ter of recommissioning ex-Captain Williams has not yet 
been decided upon, but it is presumed he will be com- 
missioned.andth ordered before the State examining 


board, who will, it is presumed, inquire into his fiiness 
for holding a commission in the National Guard. 


Tur Szconp Bricap—e Muppie.—Matters in this 
brigade seem to “‘ grow worse and worse, and more of 
it.” The brigade commander is under a cloud, and has 
been ordered before the State Examining Board, and 
now the Ninety-sixth Regiment of this brigade which 
unwarrantly took possession of the building long since 
assigned for the use of the Eleventh Regiment of the 
same brigade, has by direction of the First division 
commander, been ordered to vacate, and on its refasal 
to comply with those orders, has been forcibly ejected 
from Centre Market armory, of which for the past few 
weeks it has held supreme possession. In brief the 
facts are as follows. At the time orders were given by 
the Board of Supervisors to reconstruct this armory, it 
was assigned to the Eleventh Regiment, and that regi- 
ment anxiously awaited its long delayed completion, and 
nothing at that time was mentioned in relation to its 
occupancy by any other command of the division. The 
mutinous action of a portion of the Eleventh at Pros- 
pect Park parade ground last fall, and the subsequent 
threatened disbandment of the regiment, placed the 
Eleventh in a position which for a time seemed to forbid 
its ever occupying any armory. Then came the courts 
martial, the testimony alleged to have been adduced 
against the brigade commander, his censure in orders 
from general headquarters, and the ‘‘let down” of the 
Eleventh and its restoration to duty. Meanwhile, 
while the Eleventh was in its trouble, the Ninety-sixth 
made application for the Centre Market Armory. The 
matter was favorably reported on by the Committce on 
Armories of the Board of Supervisors, the Supervisors, 
however, after considerable discussion, refusing to grant 
the application. The chairman of the committee subse- 
quently, acting on his own responsibility, and in viola- 
tion of the vote of the Board, handed over the keys of 
the armory to General Fank, who ordered the Ninety- 
sixth Regiment to take possession of the building, 
which was accordingly done, the facts of which have 
already been published. At a meeting of the Board of 
Supervisors held January 12, a resolution was passed 
that the unauthorized occupation of the building was a 
standing insult to the Board and an open violation of 
the authority of the Major-General commanding the 
First division. They then passed a further resolution 
that the Ninety-sixth Regiment be required to vacate 
the building at once. Upon the receipt of these resolu- 
tions by General Shaler he requested Colonel Stauff to 
vacate the building. To this request Colonel Stauff 
refused to accede. On the 14th inst. an ordez 
was sent to Stauff peremptorily ordering him to give up 
the keys and leave the building. Five days’ time were 
allowed him to carry out this order. Colonel Stauff 
refused to leave and he was placed under arrest, and 
orders were issued for a court-martial to try him for 
wilful disobedience. Lieutenant-Colonel Hemmer was 
then notified that the regiment was in his charge, and an 
order to vacate was sent him. At the expiration of 
forty-eight hours he notified General Shaler that he 
should not obey the order. General Shaler at once 
removed him from command and placed him under 
arrest. The command of the regiment was then given 
to Major Kloepper. He was informed of the two arrests, 
and was also ordered to vacate the promises and to send 
his reply at once. ‘This was on Monday, and no reply 
being received that day, on Tuesday he was placed 
under arrest. 

At the same time Major-General Shaler issued an 
order to the following effect, and charged Colonel 
Jussen the quartermaster, with its execution. 

1. The extraordinary conduct of the Ninety-sixth Regiment in 
taking unlawful possession of an armory which had by proper 
authority been assigned to another, and the subsequent neglect 
and refusal of its field officers to obey the directions of the 
civil authorities and the orders of superior military authority, 
and the strong evidence of a mutinous agreement on the part of 
the principal officers of the regiment to resist any and all efforts 
of the civil and military authorities to have said armory vacated, 
show such a lack of subordination in that regiment as not only 
to destroy its usefulness as a military organization but to make 
it also an unsafe body to be trusted with arms or other State 
property. General headquarters has therefore been notified of 
the unlawful occupancy and seizure of the armary referred to by 
the Ninety-sixth Regiment, and the subsequent arrest of its 
field officers, aud the Chief of Ordnance has been requested to at 
once take charge of, and remove for safe keeping, all arms and 
other State property found in the Centre Market Armory, now in 
possession of the Ninety-sixth Regiment. 

2. All orders heretofore issued from the brigade or regimental 
headquarters of the Ninety-sixth Regiment for drill or other 
purposes are hereby countermanded, and until further orders no 
meetings for drill or other purposes will be held by the regiment 
or any part thereof. 

3. Upon the removal of the State property from the Centre 
Market Armory the commanding officer of the Eleventh Reygi- 
ment will immediately take possession of said armory. and 
occupy the same, forthe use and purposes of said regimeut, as 
authorized by resolution of the Board of Supervisors passed 
August 5, 1873, and as recently notified to these headquarters as 
being ready for occupancy by said Eleventh Regiment, 

4. Any and all regimental 4nd company property belonging to 
the Ninety-sixth Regiment found in the rooms of said armory 
will be carefully removed and stored in one of the rooms. sub- 
ject to such disposition as may heres‘ter be made from these 


eadquarters, 
Backed by this order and a police detachment, Colonel 
Jussen stormed the armory, forced the doors, ordered 
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the arms packed in boxes, and locked in a room for 
safety. There was no opposition from the Ninety-sixth, 
the victory was complete, ard the regiment and the 
officers of the Ninty-sixth who have rashly set them- 
selves against authority, have a lesson yet to learn of the 
consequences of insubordination. At the same time we 
say, that it is time these armory disputes were put an 
end to forever, not only in the Second brigade, but also 
in the Board of Supervisors. 


Twetrra Inranrry.—On Wednesday evening this 
command assembled at the State Arsenal in fatigue uni- 
form, for drill and instruction, this being the first 
battalion drill of the season. Colonel Ward was in. 
command assisted by the lieut t-colonel and major—- 
the regiment being equalized into eight commands of* 
twelve files front. The assembly was ordered for- 
8 o'clock p.m., and we were surprised to find that it was 
after half-past eight before the equalization was per- 
fected. Adjutant Murphy we know can do better than. 
this, and trust he will be more prompt in future. After 
formation the command was exercised in the manual,. 
after which the colonel commenced battalion move- 
ments, which included, to and on the right and left 
close column by division; close column by division on 
first and fourth divisions ; double column at half distance 
and the deployments. At the commencement of there 
movements the officers appeared a little rusty—but as 
they warmed to the work, tlhe old vim of the Twelfth 
began to show—ard the review which followed was 
almost up to the customary standard of the regiment, the 
alignments and distances being well preserved, and 
salutes good. After the review several more battalion 
movements were performed, such as double column at 
half distance on the march; form square from double 
column and right of companies to the rear. At the 
close of the drill the battalion was broken, and the regi- 
meut reformed for dress parade. During this ceremony 
the manual was good, showing that the. work of the 
lieutenant-colonel and major during November and 
December was not lost—and the steadiness of the mem 
at parade rest was frequently applauded by the specta- 
tors. As a whole the drill was good, and before the- 
close of the season we expect to see even a better exhi- 
bition of the Twelfth’s proficiency in drill. This drill 
was attended by three officers of the First brigade staff, 
and we learn that at the regimental drills of this brigade, . 
General Waid has directed the officers of his staff to- . 
attend and make a report of discipline, numbers and: 
proficiency of the regiments in his command, 

Tux FortTy-sEVENTH’s CoMPETITION.—An interesting competi- 
tive drill by wing took place at the armory of this command on 
Wednesday evening at the regimental armory, Brooklyn, E. D. 
The drill was witnessed by a large assemblage, including many 
prominent military gentlemen from this vieinity and elsewhere.. 
The regiment assembled in good strength, parading one hundred, 
and thirteen files. Colonel Austen was in command, and the 
regiment for the competition was reduced and divided into two 
battalions of four commands, aaving a frontage of twelve 
files each; the ninth company (C) standing fast during the 
drill, ard the odd files being detailed for guard duty, etc. The 
space allotted for drill, in consequence of the spectators and 
room taken by one battalion while the other was in motion, was 
very limited, and admitted only of the most simple movements. 
After formation the entire battalion was put in motion by fours, 
the left wing being ordered to halt on the south side of the room, 
while the right wing, comprising Companies G, F,I, and A, com- 
menced the drill, opening with the Manual, marching by fours, 
right and left ; the right of companies to the rear; half distance 
on fourth company, advance and retreat in line from a halt ; 
marchings, etc. This wing was exercised for about an hour and 
then halted, when the left wing, comprising Companies E, K, D, 
and B, marched forward and went through the same movements. 
Both wings showed evidence of having men in the ranks who had 
not given any attention to the previous practice drills—veterans, 
ilkely, who parade only on gala occasions. There was also more 
than usual unsteadiness exhibited in both commands, such as 
moving of heads and hands, and particularly the former, when on 
the march. The left wing, however, it was plain to all, was by 
far the best drilled of the two battalions as far as general steadi- 
ness, the manual, and smoothness of battalion movements were 
concerned. The officers were more prompt, and the men seemed 
to have taken advantage of the defects witaessed in the drill of 
the right wing. The right wing, however, was not a little discon 
fitted by the manifest ignorance of the captain of the 
third company (1) in line, and inattention of the com, 
mandant of the right company (G), and carelessness of 
the corporal on the left of the colors, whose conspicu- 
ous posi.ion made his errors, particularly in the Manual, 
appear still more awkward. Colonel Austen, an unusually care- 
ful and cool officer, by the way, was guilty of omitting iu 
several instances to post the guides. On one occasion 
he reprimanded the right wing when it acted with- 
out regard to the posting of the guidons, and at the 
same time called on the guides to exhibit his mistakes by 
standing fast. The regimental commander kepta sharp eye on 
his battalion, and was exceedingly quick in detecting errors, and 
not slow in pointing them out. Our space does not admit of the 
details we would wish to give regarding the competition, and it 
is therefore sufficient to state that while both wings did well, 
everything considered, the left wing is entitled to the palm of 





superiority. Atthe termination of the drill the prgiment wes 
reviewed by Major-General Woodward, accom: led by his staff, 
exceedingly creditable. followed, 


the reviews be 
and the whole affair was pl to all concernec. 


RuoveE Istann.—First 





fantry.—The of 
mee Ey ret Hall, en yw 
evening of January 15, in the presence of a Jarge number of 





398 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


January 31, 1871, 





ec — RCE 


2 








officers and <iiocne, emses whom were eral Daniels 
and staff, Adjutant-General Mauran, Bri; r-General Walker 
and «# General C , the officers of the Marine Corps Ar- 
tillery,- United Train of Artillery, Slocum Guards, and others. 
The battalion was under command of Colonel C. R. Dennis, and 
presented four commands of sixteen files front, in full-dress 
scarlet coats, bearskin caps, etc., full staff,and the drum compe 
of twelve drummers. e command marohed by companies 
from their armory to the hall where the line was formed, being 
immediately followed by a review, Quartermaster-General Flagg 
receiving the review. e column the reviewing officer 
in good style, with excellent distances and alignment, the officers 
saluting well, and the drum corps wheeling out at proper place. 
The review was lucted ding to ** Morris,”’ as we say in 
New York, and received the plaudits of the spectators. ter 
the review came the . ¥— by the Quartermaster-General, 
which was carried out every detail, even the bore of the 
musket pans _— up by the “ bull’s-eye lantern’’ which ac- 
companies the inspector. A series of battalion movements and a 
drill at the manual followed, and the exercises ended with a 
**dress parade.”’ General F made a short and complimen- 
pa speech, pronouncing everything in fine condition, and was | 
followed by Generals iels, Walker, and Mauran, who be- 
stowed praise upon the excellent appearance and condition of 
the command. 











VARIOUS ITEMS. 
aa Thirteenth drill at the Arsenal, Brooklyn, February 4 
and 19. 


— Szverat of the companies of the First Cavalry wish to 
join the Third Cavalry before the battalion is disbanded. 


— Company D, Thirteenth Infantry, Captain Hempstead, we 
learn proposes to offer a gold mounted rifle, a gold badge and 
a& regimental pin, as inducements for ting. The rifle is 
offered by Mr. Desslow, the winner of the Thirteenth regiment 
team prize at Creedmoor. : 


— Tue State Military Association met at Albany on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, and held sessious on both days. The atten- 
dance was lar; than usual, and more than usual interest was 
manifested in the proceedings, a detail of which we shall endeavor 
to give next week. General Husted, commanding Fifth divisien, 
was elected as the new president of the association, and Adju- 
tant.General Rathbone on Wednesday evening handsomely enter- 
tained the members. , 


— On Wednesday, February 4, at 8 o'clock p.m., an election 
will be held in Company K, Forty-seventh, to fill the office of 
first lieutenant (made vacant by the resignation of Wm. H. 
Barker) and such other vacancies as may occur. The second 
annual reception of this company, Captain Wm. J. Powell, will 
take place at the Apollo Rooms, Brooklyn, E. D., on the evening 
of February 12. 

— Genera Orders No. 1, from Second division headquarters, 
announce the appointment of Colonel George W. Wingate as in- 
spector, vice Colonel Henry T. Chapman, Jr. (supernumerary), 
relieved at his own reqnest. Captain Milmer J. Decker is ap- 
pomeee aide-de-camp, vice Dodge promoted. General Woodward 

n General Orders No. 2 effectively carries out the orders of Adju- 

tant-General Rathbone in regard to rifle practice, by publishing 
minute details as to the method of instruction. As a stimulus 
to effort he publishes with the order various scores made at the 
October meeting at Creedmoor, including those of the Second 
division teams. General Woodward is thoroughly alive in this 
matter. 


ESSAYS ON AMERICAN GENERALS. 

We referred briefly, last week, to the volume more 
amply noticed in the subjoined letter from London to 
the New York 7ribune. 

One of the most distinguished officers in the British 
Army, Col. Charles C. Chesney, has collected into a 
volume a number of “ Essays in Modern Military Bio- 

raphy,” reprinted chiefly from the Edinburgh Review. 
Je of them discuss American topics, and at least 
two of the four attracted some attention at the time in 
American papers. The preface to the present vclume 
(Longman's 8vo. pp. 414) possesses in one respect an 
even greater interest for us; being the answer of a 
competent officer to certain military criticisms on the 
eonduct of the Civil War, attributed, rightly or 
wrongly, to high authorities in some of the Conti- 
nental armies. So much of it as concerns this matter 
is as follows: 

“ Of the essays here republished the last four relate 
to the great war in America, the military excellence 
displayed in which has been a depreciated by 
comparison with late events on the Continent. There 
is a disposition to regard the American generals and 
the troops they led as altogether inferior to regular 
soldiers. This prejudice was born out of the blunders 
and want of coherence exhibited by undisciplined 
volunteers at the outset—faults amply atoned for by 
the stubborn courage displayed on both sides through- 
out the rest of the struggle; while if a man’s claims to 
be regarded as a veteran are tobe measured by the 
amount of actual poms, he has gone through, the 
most seasoned soldiers of Europe are but as conscripts 
compared with the survivors of that conflict. The 
conditions of war on a grand scale were illustrated to 
the full as much in the contest in America, as in those 
more recently waged on the Continent. In all that 
relates to the art of feeding and supplying an aimy in 
the field, the Americans displayed quite as much ability 
as any Continental power; while, if the organization 
and discipline of their improvised troops were inferior, 
the actual fighting was in fact more stubborn, for no 
European forces have experienced the amount of 
resistance in combat which North and South opposed 
to each other. Neither was the frequently indecisive 
result of the great battles fought in America any proof 
that they formed exceptions to the ordinary rules of 
military science. These actions were so inconclusive, 
first, from deficiency in cavalry, and next because the 
beaten side would not break up. The American sol- 
diery, in thus refusing to yield to panic when losin 
the day, retiring in good order and keeping a g 
front to the victorious enemy, displayed, let us venture 
to believe, an inherited quality. In order to pursue, 
there must be some one to run away, and to the credit 
of the Americans the ordinary conditions of European 
warfare in this respect were usually absent from the 
great battles fought across the Atlantic. Hence partly 
the frequent eo gre of the struggle, almost on 
same ground, of which the last campaign of Grant an 
Lee is the crowning example. Nor have those who 
atudy the deeds wrought by Farragut and Porter, with 
improvised means, any reason to hold Americar 
cheaper than our own, or to think lightly of the 
energy that raised the fleets they led.” 4 

A similar spirit and an equally rare capacity of im- 
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“ Though this event concerns us little here, it is right 
to say that the surprise of the Confederates on their 
flank was a real one, and their defeat at one time ver 
near, being only averted by the superiority in steadi- 
ness of Jackson’s trovps to their comrades. And as 
we —s so loud and long at the behavior of the 
raw militia of McDowell when once in retreat, it is 
well to add that there is not the least reason to believe, 
judging from the testimony of Southern officers, that 
their men would have behaved one whit better had 
the reverse been on their side. More than this. Those 
among ourselves who know most of war are agreed 
that, however highly one may think of the spirit of 
the levies we call our Auxil forces, there is no 
ground whatever, beyond a vulgar national vanity, 
for the common belief that a mass of these, once beaten 
and panic-stricken, would show conduct very different 
from that of McDowell’s volunteers in 1861, or of the 
Mobiles of the Army of the Loire, ten years later. 
“ Nations deceive themselves very much in this matter 
of their untrained troops,” was the remark imade to 
the present writer by the chief of the Swiss army ; one 
composed wholly of militiamen. And what is true of 
Frenchmen, of Swiss, and of our own kith and kin in 
America, would hardly be greatly falsified if misfor- 
tune fell upon ourselves. hatever may be thought 
of this deduction, certainly nothing could be more 
mistaken than the judgment hastily passed by our 
press on the conduct of McDowell's raw troops, sent, 
as they were, into the field untrained, and through the 
ignorance of Congress, left unfurnished even with the 
semblance of a staff.” 

It is open to an American to say that he does not 
care what Europeans think about our wilitary work, 
but he does care: The evidence that he docs is to be 
found in the angry comments in many American 
papers on the opinions which Col. Chesney here re- 
futes so freely. e owe him, I think, an acknow- 
ledgment of the satisfaction with which we read his 
singularly full panegyric on American soldiership and 
generalship, and I for one offer mine. Few British 
officers,even at this day, would have spoken out so 
warmly. Few studied the subject so carefuily at the 
time, or studied it at all. The impression of most of 
them might have been summed up in the statement 
that Lee and Jackson were clever generals, and that i: 
was a great shame the North, by mere force of num- 
bers, should persist in beating them. So far as political 
and personal sympathies go, Col. Chesney was, and I 
suppose still is,on the same side. But he has proved 
himself capable of studying a military question apart 
from politics, or mostly apart. Of the Continental 
critics to whom he refers, [ suppose it may be said 
that, as a rule, they neither knew nor cared about the 
momentous national questions at issue. They never 
shook off the feeling of contempt for the military 
science of both sides, born, as Col. Chesney says, of 
early mistakes on both. The remark attributed to 
Count Moltke—that the movements of two armed 
mobs could have no interest for a student of war—has 
been Sg ge | denied, but whether on authority I 
do not know. It is at least doubtful whether it was 
ever made. But if it were made, it was balanced by 
the well known judgment of some American generals 
on the European conflict of 1870. It is no secret that 
some of the most capable of those who witnessed parts 
of that gigantic struggle rated somewhat lightly the 
boasted science of the victors. It seems to me idle to 
undervalue either the American or European systems. 
The conditions of warfare are utterly unlike in the 
two hemispheres. A Prussian commander who under- 
took to carry on war in the Middle and Southern States 
in the fashion which succeeded in France would surely 
find himself not merely beaten but destroyed. An 
American in Europe, on the other hand, would find 
useless many of the shifts to which the nature of the 
country, the want of roads, and the sparseness of 
population, at home drove him. He might or might 
not find himself beaten by superior science, but in a | 
case the lesson taught him in his own country woul 
save him anywhere from anything iike the overwhelm- 
ing catastrophe which would probably overtake a 
European army in the forests and waste districts of his 
own country. This, I believe, Col. Chesney has seen. 
He has really studied the American war, and his book 
is of great value,even to an American who can see 
some military mistakes in it, and who cannot but 
deplore the blindness of its author to the real meaning 
of the struggle. 

The four American articles in the volume are “ The 
Military Life of General Grant,” “ Admirals Farragut 
and Porter and the Navy of the Union,” “ A Northern 
Raider in the Civil War”—in which an attempt is made 
to do justice to the youthful, the chivalrous, the 
lamented Col. Ulric Dahlgren—and “ A Memoir of 
General Lee.” Lee is Col. Chesney’s hero, and he 
lavishes on him every epithet of over-strained praise, 
both asa man and asoldier If he finds something to 
criticise in him as a general, he finds nothing in his 
—— character—not a spot, not a stain, not one 

ult in any part of his career. ~ 

This measureless admiration for Lee does not, how- 
ever, prevent Col. Chesney from heartily recognizing 
the military genius of his victorious opponent. The 
article on Gen. Grant may not satisfy that commander’s 
most —— admirers, — - is a “age en 
conceived, and very ungrudgingly paid. a ske 
of Gen. Grant’s military career, it may be read with 
pleasure even by those most familiar with the events 
narrated. Of all these essays the same may be said. 
They are singularly lucid and attractive in manner. 
I know not where else the story of Chinese Gordon 
and the Taeping Rebellion can be found equally well 
told, nor what volume of recent military literature 
deserves, on the whole, to be more widely read. 


By the latest returns we learn that the British Navy 
is represented in North American and West Indian 
waters by the undermentioned vessels, all of which 











article on Lee; 


are under the command-in-chief of Vice-Admiral G. G. 


Wellesley, C. B., whose flag is hoisted on board the 
armor-plated ship Bellerophon, 15 guns. The Aboukir, 
screw receiving ship, 24 guns, with the pendant of 
Commodore A. F. Desborsey, at Port Royal; Albacore, 
gun-boat, at Bermuda ; Cherub, 2 guns, screw gun-boat, 
Danae, 6 guns, screw steamship, Heron, ? guns, screw 
gun-boat, Niobe, 5 guns, screw steam sloop, Seagull, 3 
guns, double screw gun vessel, Spartan, 8 guns screw 
steam sloop, nz, 5 guns, paddie-wheel steam sloop, 
, 3 guns, double screw gun vessel,-Zerror 1 
guns, screw armor-plated floating battery, Woodlark, 3 
guns, double screw gun vessel, and Zephyr, 4 guns, 
composite gun-boat. While the army is stationed as 
follows, viz.: The Fifty-third regiment at Bermuda, 
First battalion Sixtieth Rifles at Halifax, N. §., 
Eighty-seventh regiment at Nova Scotia, Ninety-sev- 
enth regiment at Jamaica, and Ninety-eighth regiment 
at Barbadoes. The First, Second, and Seventh Bat- 
teries of the Seventh Brigade Royal Artillery, with the 
headquarters of the brigade, are quartered at Halifax, 
the Third and Fourth batteries at Bermuda, the Fifth 
at Jamaica, the Sixth at Barbadoes, the Eighth, 
Seventeenth, and Twenty-sixth companies Royal 
Engineers at Bermuda, and the Ninth company at 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 








AN enthusiasm for one’s business or profession is 
not only admirable in itself but is the chief element of 
success, and it is that has given Mr. W. O. Linthicum, 
of 174 Fifth avenue, New York, the distinction among 
tailors which secured for him the patronage of the 
Duke Alexis, as chief among his class. There is no 
college of tailors that we know of; if there were one 
Mr. Linthicum would, we doubt not, be chosen by 
acclamation to the presidency, or the chief professor- 
ship ; for he is not only a good tailor himself, but is the 
cause of good tailoring in others, being the author of 
original systems for cutting published in book form, 
the editor of “ Linthicum’s Journal of New York Fash- 
ions,” and the publisher of a great variety of patterns 
for coats, pants, and vests, which are furnished cut to 
measure or otherwise at a moderate price. Supplied 
with these officers at a distance from New York can 
make sure, wherever they are,of having their clothes 
made according to the most approved New York cut. 








The best “ Elastic Truss” in the world is now sold 
by Pomeroy & Co., 744 Broadway, N. Y., for Three 
ollars. Also Surgical Elastic Stockings for Varicose 
Veins, Swollen Joints, &c, and Elastic Supporting and 
Riding Belts. Write to them for full particulars. 
JUNIOR FIRST LIEUTENANT OF INFANTRY DE- 
sires to transfer to Artillery. 
ddress, ‘‘ Department of Dekota,”’ care of AnMy AND Navr 
JOURNAL. 








MARRIED. 


SuHarp—Ricre.—At the residence of the bride’s parents, on the 
5th of January, by the Rev. Father JerKen, ist Lieutenant 
Tuomas Saaep, ist Infantry, to HELEN C., daughter of James C. 
Rice, of Mackinac, Michigan. 

Wricut—Camp.—On Tuesday, January 27th, at Erie, Pa., by 
Bishop Spaulding, Commander A. H. Wrieut, U. 8. Navy, to 
Miss FLorence Camp, 








DIED. — 


Brief announcements will be inserted under this head without 
charge. Obituary notices and resolutions should be paid for at the 
rate of two cents a word, unless it is intended to leave the question 
Of their insertion to the discretion of the Editor. 








SanpgErson.—On the 8th inst., at San Francisco, Cal,, P. 
Stine SANDERSON, in the 34th year of his age, Assist. Book- 
keeper U S. Naval Pay Office. The remains were interred at the 
residence of his mother, Springfield, Ohio, on the 19th inst. 

Wepemever.—At McPherson Barracks, Atlanta, Ga. Louis 
WEDEMEYER, son of Frederick and Francis Wedemeyer, Princi- 
pal Musician, 2nd Infantry, of Typhoid Fever. 

At a meeting of the Non-commissioned officers of Mc- 
Pherson Barracks, Atlanta, Ga., held on Friday evening, 
Jan, 23d, 1874, the following preamble and resolutions were 
weno adopted. 

, It has pleased Almighty God, in his infinite wisdom, 
to take from our midst our fellow comrade in arms Prin. Mus. 
Lovis WEDEMEYER, 2nd os: 

And whereas, The removal of our esteemed companion and 
beloved comrade in the earl years of his usefulness as a soldier, 
and companionship as a friend, is an event that we deeply 


regret. Therefore 

Resolved, That while we bow in all submission to the will of 
our all wise Father, we can but deplore the loss we have sus- 
tained, and feel that by the death of our comrade, we have 
suffered a loss which time cannot heal, and that “‘a judicious 
Non-commissioned officer, endeared to all by his impartial and 
upright bearing” has been taken from among us. 

Resolved, That we extend to the bereaved family of the de- 
ceased, our heartfelt sympathy in this, the loss of a faithful son 
and loving brother, and we are pleased to offer this consolation, 
that the death of their son and brother was not as the common 
lot of a soldier, away from home and friends, but surrounded by 
all who were nearert and dearest to him, thue soothing and 
cheering by their presence his ‘‘ walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death.” 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the family 
of the deceased, and copies to the ARmy anD Navy JOURNAL, 
and “ Atlanta Daily Herald” for publication. 

Emil R. G. Sattes, Drum Major 2nd Inf. ; Gustave Grotjoham, 
Com. Sergt., U.S. A. ; George 8S. Barker, ist Serg. Co. “E," 
18th Inf., Committee on Resolutions. 

Havron.—At a meeting held by the Members of Co. “I,” 4th 
Cavalry, at Fort Clark, Texas, Jan. 6th, 1874, the following U. 8. 
resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas it has pleased the Supreme Being in his overruling 

vidence to remove from among us our beloved commander 
eut. Charles L. Huafon, 4th U. 8. Gave’. 

Therefore be it resolved that in robbing us of one whose 
worth as &@ man, try as a soldier, has endeared his 
name to the hearts of each and every member of a company, who 
were proud of such a noble and.great hearted officer, the ‘* Grim 
Destroyer” has indeed inflicted. a cruel waund—nipped in the 
opening bud a brilliant career, and in the prime of a majestic 


hood, we can only submit to the will of Him whose ways are 
- ’ 


man 
inscrutable. 

atten erent tie ns nar a 
our warmest most heartfe: y 6 their hour o 
sorrow, trusting they will look to Him who is alone able to 
comfort and console in time of trouble and affliction. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the 
family who are so sorely stricken and tothe Army anp Navy 
JOURNAL, “New York Herald,” “Galveston News,” “San 
Antonio ra, and ‘* Sandusky” papers, for publication. 

Beobed: Pont in honor Scige af menraing, and drape the 
Com: wear the us e of mo) g, an ape the 

pany Quarters for the period of thirty days. 

JOHN Presiden 





Joux M. Woop, Secretary. 
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